
Summer
Science

Getting a Head Start
on High School

(STORY ON PAGE 8)

ART IN THE PARK
El Sol Elementary School Principal  

Dr. Natalie Wilson enjoys the sidewalk chalk 
with her daughter, Alexandria Wilson, 2, at 

the KPS Bronson Park Outdoor Art Show.

PAGE 6

ANNIVERSARY
���������

�

��
��

��
��������������

• OF SERVICE •

LOREM IPSUM

LOREM IPSUM

25 C
E

L
EB

RATING

YEARS OF
STORIES

www.kalamazoopublicschools.com August 2022 • Volume 25, Issue 7

Kalamazoo Public Schools, 1220 Howard St., Kalamazoo, MI 49008NonProfit
Organization
US Postage

PAID
Kalamazoo, MI

Permit 709 **ECRWSS**
RESIDENTIAL CUSTOMER



A Message
from the
Superintendent

Dr. Rita Raichoudhuri

New School Year Is Opportunity to Celebrate #WeAreKPS
ALAMAZOO Public Schools is a large, diverse,

and amazing operation. 
With four high schools, four middle schools, 

17 elementary schools, and a virtual program, 
the district serves more than 12,300 
students from preschool through 
12th grade. 

To educate, transport, feed and 
care for those thousands of chil-
dren, the district has more than 1,700 
caring employees, who teach, drive 
buses, choose books, keep school 
offices running smoothly, prepare 
meals, keep the buildings clean, and 
help students find the resources they 

need to thrive, among other things. 
KPS’s families come from not just from all cor-

ners of Kalamazoo — but from all corners of the 
world — speaking more than 60 languages and 
bringing the knowledge of their cultures. 

This is a district that runs like a small city within 
the city with responsibilities that include educa-
tion, transportation, utilities, food service, facilities, 

accounting, human resources, emotional safety, 
physical security and so many more issues. Just 
in terms of transportation, the district maintains a 
fleet of 121 buses, with a multi-layered route system 
that transports students from home to school and 
back, while also making sure children make it to 
museums, concert halls, sporting events, and spe-
cial education programs. 

KPS embraces its diversity as a strength. What 
makes us unique are those differences — the fact 
that not everyone is the same, has the same needs, 
or is starting from the same place. 

When we’re in the midst of all of these differenc-
es, trying to juggle the various needs and wants, we 
sometimes forget one thing: Despite our differenc-
es and all of the individual goals and challenges we 
may face, we are part of one incredible community. 

In other words: We Are KPS. 
Everyone in KPS is working toward one goal — en-

suring that our children are educated and prepared 
for the future. This is the goal of every person who 
works for the district. Every bus driver, every secre-
tary, every teacher and principal, every paraprofes-

sional, every nurse, every playground supervisor, 
every librarian, every bus mechanic. Ultimately, we 
are here to help the children of this community get 
the education they need and deserve. 

Students likewise, have one job: to take advan-
tage of the vast educational opportunities the dis-
trict offers. 

Every member of the Kalamazoo community 
also shares in this mission. We all own the respon-
sibility to help create a safe, healthy, and rich en-
vironment that supports their ability to learn and 
to thrive.

There is tremendous power in the synergy 
behind the concept that We Are KPS, that we are 
working toward making the world a better place 
for the children — so they will in turn be able to 
make the world a better place for those who come 
after them. 

When we say We Are KPS, we acknowledge our 
responsibilities and the opportunities to share 
in our children’s futures. Join us this year as we 
celebrate #WeAreKPS and the ways we can — and 
do — accomplish that mission. 
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IVE Kalamazoo Public Schools elementary
schools will be welcoming assistant prin-
cipals this fall. 

King-Westwood, Parkwood-Upjohn, Prairie 
Ridge and Winchell elementary schools and Woods 
Lake Elementary: A Magnet Center for the Arts are re-
ceiving the new administrators thanks to the federal 
American Rescue Plan, which includes $122 billion to 
help schools deal with the after effects of the Covid 
pandemic. 

Below are short work biographies of each assis-
tant principal. The Excelsior will profile the admin-
istrators in the coming months. 

Charles Green will be joining Prairie Ridge Ele-
mentary school this fall. He will be an assistant prin-
cipal and work with Principal Joletta Drake. Green 
has attended Central Michigan University since 2010, 
earning a bachelor of science degree in psychology 
and a master of arts in higher education administra-
tion. He will complete an educational specialist de-
gree in general educational leadership in 2023. 

Green has been a fourth-grade teacher with Sag-
inaw Public Schools. Last summer, he served as the 
Summer School Camp Lead Administrator responsi-
ble for three elementary schools. Green is the co-
chair of the School Improvement Team (SIT) at Mer-
rill Park Elementary and has been on the SIT three 
years. He is also a King-Chavez-Parks Future Faculty 
Fellow at Central Michigan University.

Glenda Jones will be joining the staff at Woods 
Lake Elementary: A Magnet Center for the Arts as 
its new assistant principal in the fall. She will work 
with Principal Linda Mitchell. 

Jones has a bachelor of science degree in ele-
mentary education from Illinois State University 
and a master of arts degree in general administra-
tion from Chicago State University. She has most 
recently served as a special education teacher at 
Parkwood-Upjohn Elementary School. 

Before coming to Kalamazoo, she worked in 
the Chicago area for 24 years: 20 years in Chicago 
Public Schools as an elementary special education 
teacher, a general education teacher, principal and 
director of special education for Camelot Educa-
tion Alternative Schools; and four years in the Cook 
County School District 130 in Blue Island, Ill., as a 
special education administrator and pupil person-
nel service coordinator.

Tammo Nelson will be the assistant principal at 
Winchell Elementary School in the fall, working with 

Principal Mike Hughes. Nelson earned a bachelor 
of science degree from Central Michigan University 
in elementary education and a master of science 
degree in principalship from Saginaw Valley State 
University. 

She has worked as a district culture and climate 
coach for KPS and was a School Improvement Grant 
(SIG) Math Interventionist at Northeastern Ele-
mentary School for three years. Before coming to 
KPS, she worked in Saginaw Public Schools for 15 
years as an elementary teacher, math intervention-
ist, and summer school principal. She has served 
on the School Improvement Team in all buildings 
she worked in, and has been on the Multi-Tiered 
Systems of Support and Child Study teams in her 
schools. 

Sierra Prather will serve as the assistant prin-
cipal at Parkwood-Upjohn Elementary school. She 
holds a bachelor of arts degree in elementary edu-
cation and a master of arts degree in instructional 

leadership from Western Michi-
gan University. 

Prather has worked as a Ka-
lamazoo Public Schools teacher 
for 14 years at Woods Lake Ele-
mentary School. She served on 
the School Improvement Team, 
was the Grade Level Facilitator, 

the Upper Elementary Science Lead teacher, substi-
tuted during principal absences and organized the 
promotion ceremony for fifth-grade students. In ad-
dition, she has organized the school basketball and 
cheer teams and served as a mentor for pre-intern 
teachers.

Erika Zavasky will be the assistant principal at 
King-Westwood Elementary School, working with 
principal Dwight Quinn. 

Zavasky earned a bachelor of arts degree in ele-
mentary education and Spanish; and a master’s de-
gree in educational leadership at Western Michigan 
University. Most recently, she served as the culture 
and climate coach at Hillside Middle School, prior to 
that she taught for 14 years at Edison Academy, and 
she started her career in KPS as a paraprofessional. 

She has been a mentor teacher, High Impact 
Leadership team member, Safe and Civil Schools 
Foundations Team chair and served on the School 
Improvement Team at Edison. 

KPS Welcomes 5 New Elementary Assistant Principals

Charles Green Glenda Jones Tammo Nelson Sierra Prather Erika Zavasky
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Quick and Easy Access to Primary Care
Accepting New Patients  ·  1000 Oakland Drive

Call for your appointment today.
269.337.4600

med.wmich.edu  ·  Find us on Facebook @WMedHealth

SCHOOL NOTEBOOK  |  News from Across the District

(The School Notebook is a 
new feature of the Excelsior, 
which will provide snapshots 
of activities, changes, and 
news from KPS schools. This 
month, the Notebook focuses 
on summer construction 
updates.)

HILLSIDE MIDDLE SCHOOL: 
Summer construction includ-
ed accessible routes to the 
athletic fields, classroom AV 
infrastructure improvements, 
and plumbing-related repairs 
including new drinking 
fountains and high-efficiency 
water heaters.  

KALAMAZOO CENTRAL HIGH 
SCHOOL: This summer Central 
saw the installation of a new 
marquee and a complete re-
surfacing of the running track. 

LINCOLN INTERNATIONAL 
STUDIES SCHOOL: The 
school’s interior signage has 
been replaced.

LOY NORRIX HIGH SCHOOL: 
Facilities management re-
placed the school’s chiller.

MAPLE STREET MAGNET 
SCHOOL: Maple saw several 
improvements this summer 
including the replacement of 
tennis courts, a set of stairs to 
the football field, interior sig-

nage, drinking fountains and 
the exterior basketball court. 

MILWOOD ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL: Damaged sections 
of the school’s sidewalks and 
old window coverings were 
replaced over the summer, 
and three student restrooms 
were remodeled. 

MILWOOD MAGNET SCHOOL: 
The school flagpole and base-
ball backstops were replaced 
over the summer, and a wall 
was constructed between the 
library and Room 924. 

NORTHGLADE MONTESSORI 
MAGNET SCHOOL: Summer 
construction included the 
replacement of lighting, clocks, 
asphalt pavement and concrete 
near the entrance. Other work 
included the installation of new 
interior signage, remodeling of 
the restrooms near the gym, 
and new lockers in the A wing.

OAKWOOD CENTER/SEL  
CENTER: New interior signage 
was installed over the summer. 

PARKWOOD-UPJOHN ELE-
MENTARY: The asphalt parking 
lot, damaged exterior wood 
features, water softeners, 
drinking fountains, and gym 
lighting were replaced over 
the summer.

EDISON ACADEMY Construction Update
Construction of the new state-of-the-art, 70,000- 

square-foot Edison Academy is well underway at the 
corner of Lake and Russell streets.

The new building replaces the original Edison school 
which was built in 1923 on a plot of land that had been 
the home to the Lake Street School. The old Edison 
building, which was called Edison Environmental Sci-
ence Academy, was demolished in 2021.

The $18 million project is being funded with mon-
ies from the $96.7 million bond that voters approved 
in 2018. Funds from that bond have also been used 
to enhance safety at schools and to purchase new 
school buses.

Edison Academy has temporarily moved to 3333 S. 
Westnedge Ave. during construction. The new building is 
expected to open in August 2023.

2022-23 School Year 
Begins Aug. 29

The 2022-23 school year 
begins with a half day 
on Monday, Aug. 29.  
The rest of that week, 
Aug. 30-Sept. 2 will 
consist of full days. 

Principals and school 
secretaries return on 
Aug. 15. Buildings will 
be open to the public 
beginning that day. 
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       Southwest Child Care Resources
        Serving Southwest Michigan Counties

Allegan • Barry • Berrien • Calhoun • Cass • Kalamazoo • St. Joseph • Van Buren

SCHOOL IS  
APPROACHING

Looking for Child Care this Fall, Start 
by giving us a call for a list of child 

care providers (Licensed Child Care 
Centers, Home/Group Providers) 

openings in your area.

269-349-3496 Your first stop for all things Child Care related

5250 Lovers Lane LL120 
Portage, Michigan 49002

www.ccr4kids.org

BACK TO SCHOOL 

INFANT  TODDLER 

 PRESCHOOL  SCHOOL AGE

www.gildenwoods.com

Located in Portage

ALAMAZOO Central High School Class of 1971 will hold
its 51st Class Reunion 7 – 11 p.m, Saturday, Aug. 20, at

Indian Run Golf Club, 6359 RS Ave E, Scotts, MI 49088. Ap-
petizers and cash bar will available. Cost is $45 at the door. 
To register and to see a full list of weekend activities, visit 
http://www.kchs1971.com/

Classmate Sharon Ferraro, will offer a guided tour of the 
old Kalamazoo Central High School. Meet Ferraro at 11 a.m. on 
Saturday, Aug. 20, at the 
Dutton Street entrance. 
Park behind the building.

Classmate Eugene Clark, 
(269) 365-7593, is organizing 
a golf outing at Indian Run: 
18 holes beginning at 2 p.m. 
Aug. 20. The fee for 18 holes 
and a cart is $40. Pay at the course. Call Clark to participate.

On Aug.21, the reunion committee has rented the Kalam-
azoo Foundation Pavilion at Markin Glen County Park, 5333 
N. Westnedge Ave. BYO food and drink; alcohol is permitted. 
There will be music from 1 – 4 p.m. Guests can stay as late as 
8 p.m. There is a $5 per car county park fee to enter the park.

The 2022 Reunion Committee includes: Eugene Clark, Karin 
Engstrom Lund, Matt Graff, Diane McPherson Carver, Mike Mor-
ris, Keith Mumma, Tala Munther Davidson, Kathy Petersen, Robyn 
Ray Carter, Ron Robyn, Gale Rhoads, Linda Shirley Derfiny, Doreen 
Gardner, Tom Smith, Janine Valeko Scott, and Jane Viswat Fette.

Kalamazoo Central Class of
1971 Planning 51st Reunion

Introducing  
a New Look for  
the Excelsior

HE Excelsior celebrates 25 years 
of publication this year. Launched

in 1997 as a way to help celebrate the 
students and staff of Kalamazoo Public 
Schools, the Excelsior shares stories 
about the district’s efforts to meet 
the educational needs of students 
and their families and about student 
work, accomplishments, and success. 
The Excelsior publishes every month 
except July, and it is delivered to every 
home in the district. The Excelsior 
recently won two writing awards and 
a general excellence award from the 
National School Public Relations 
Association. 

We hope the updated design pro-
vides an easier reading experience 
and that readers  enjoy new features 
like the School Notebook, a digest 
of events, activities and accolades 
from across the district. Thank you 
to our partners at Encore Magazine 
and Brakeman Design for helping 
craft and implement the redesign. 

NOTICE
Kalamazoo Public Schools welcomes all 
students and staff of any religion, race, 
color, national origin, age, sex, pregnancy, 
gender identification, height, weight, 
familial status, marital status, sexual 
orientation, and disability.

The District will not tolerate or 
condone any act of bias or discrimina-
tion toward any person on the basis of 
religion, race, color, national origin, age, 
sex, pregnancy, gender identification, 
height, weight, familial status, marital 
status, sexual orientation, and disability 
in any of its activities, hiring practices, 
programs or services.

Inquiries by students and/or their 
parents/guardians should be directed to:

Assistant Superintendent for 
Instruction and Student Services
Kalamazoo Public Schools
1220 Howard St.
Kalamazoo, MI 49008
(269) 337-0161

All other inquiries should be directed to:
Assistant Superintendent of 
Human Resources
Kalamazoo Public Schools
1220 Howard St.
Kalamazoo, MI 49008
(269) 337-0177

District Directory at :
www.kalamazoopublicschools.com

BOARD OF 
EDUCATION
President
Patti Sholler-Barber

Vice President
TiAnna Harrison

Secretary
Jennie Hill

Treasurer
Ken Greschak

Trustee
Jermaine Jackson

Trustee
Megan Maddock

Trustee
Tandy Moore

SUPERINTENDENT
Dr. Rita Raichoudhuri

Excelsior is mailed to every 
household in Kalamazoo.

For information about 
advertising, please call 
Encore Magazine:
(269) 383-4433
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HE Kalamazoo Public Schools Art Department 
hosted the second annual KPS Bronson Park Art

Show in May. Student art works were printed on yard 
signs and displayed throughout the park during the 
week before Memorial Day.

The Bronson Park show began in 2021 as the art 
department searched for a new way to host the an-

nual show, which used to 
be hung in the KPS Admin-
istration Building before 
Covid. Last year’s Bronson 
show was such a success 

the staff decided to expand it with even more activities.
This year’s opening reception featured music, 

sidewalk chalk drawing, food, free books, and face 
painting. Students, families and community mem-
bers were able to stroll through the park and en-
joy the art. Students took home copies of their yard 
signs, which featured their work on the front, and a 
quote from them or a famous artist on the back. 

Those who missed the show can find some of the 
art on display at the KPS Administration Building, 
1220 Howard St. Works will rotate throughout the 
summer and into the early fall. 

KPS Bronson
Park Art Show Prairie Ridge Elementary School student Journee 

Hanks displayed a colorful self-portrait at the KPS 
Bronson Park Outdoor Art Exhibition this spring,

King-Westwood student Olivia Van Streain and her 
family visit her art work in Bronson Park as part of the 
KPS art department’s outdoor exhibition in the spring.

Arcadia Elementary student Carl Jenkins 
proudly displays his pastel and watercolor 
at the outdoor exhibition.

Photos courtesy of
Christopher Deau Photography
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TO REGISTER SCAN

OR CALL

269.488.0805

August 11 • Noon to 6PM
117 W. Paterson • Kalamazoo, MI 49007

Carnival Rides •  Food 
Backpacks •  School Supplies
 Personal Care Kits •  PrizesFree!

Well-Child Exams &
Immunizations

Required to Attend 
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TUDENTS signed up for the Kalamazoo
Public Schools Math and Science 
Institute for a number of reasons. 
They liked technology. They wanted 
to know more about animals. Their 
moms made them do it. 

But no matter why they enrolled in the new KPS 
summer science program for rising ninth graders, 
all agreed that the four-week hands-on learning 
experience was interesting and worth part of their 
summer. 

“I was very intrigued by the orientation. It was 
cool,” said Joshua Lent, who will be attending Ka-
lamazoo Central in the fall. “I also liked the partner-
ship with the Kalamazoo Nature Center and that I 
could earn a half credit of science. It seemed like a 
great opportunity.”

Perhaps what Lent didn’t expect was that it 
would be so much fun. He enjoyed the field trip to 
River Oaks Park in Galesburg, where student and 
staff took water samples and collected samples of 
invertebrates. He also liked the tech focus put on 
drones and using computer-aided design work to 
create bug catchers. 

Kristen Miller the new coordinator of math and 
science for KPS, said having fun was part of the 
equation when the program was being designed. 

“There are a lot of hands-on activities,” Miller 
said. “We’re working on bridging gaps and making 
that transition from middle school to high school 
learning. Students worked on note taking and high 
school study skills — all of which were embedded in 
the hands-on work.”

KMSI was piloted last year as a one-week pro-
gram for students attending summer school at Hill-

side Middle School. This year it was opened to any 
incoming freshman, expanded from one week to 
four weeks, and students were given the opportuni-
ty to earn high school credit. The program was held 
at Linden Grove Middle School. 

“We saw a lot of interest from the students who 

Cover Story

New Institute Helps 
Incoming Freshmen 
Jump-Start Math and
Science Learning

Kameron Bean and Eugene 
Muckles Jr., sort samples with 
Kalamazoo College biology 
student Katie Rock during 
a field trip to River Oaks 
Park Morrow Pond as part of 
the KPS Math and Science 
Institute.

Juan Ortiz-Ponce 
shows off some of the 
samples he collected 
in Morrow Pond.

ON THE COVER:
Rose Hernandez and 
Emily Perez Vasquez 
laugh as instructor 
Lee Sprague rocks 
their canoe as he 
climbs aboard. The 
trio were heading out 
on Morrow Pond to 
collect samples.
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participated last year, and there’s just growing in-
terest in the STEM fields,” said MIller, who was a 
longtime teacher at Edison Academy and a lead 
math teacher for the district before being named to 
her new position. “We wanted to continue to build 
off of that excitement for the students.” 

Plus, she said, while middle school students 
have the chance to earn high school credit in sub-
ject areas such as math and art, there has not been 
similar opportunities in science. 

This year’s program explored issues of water 
quality, with a focus on the health of the Kalamazoo 
River. 

“We are localizing it so it is meaningful to the 
students,” Miller said. In the first few weeks, stu-
dents learned about some of the wildlife around 
the river. 

That was a highlight for Heidi Cruz-Ramirez, who 
said she is interested in research related to ani-
mals. She enjoyed the classes where the students 
interacted with a box turtle and a milk snake and 
learned what the animals like to eat and what they 
need to have safe habitats.

“Science is one of my favorite subjects,” said 
Cruz-Ramirez, who will be attending Loy Norrix High 
School in the fall. “This is a good experience and a 
good opportunity to get that extra credit in science.”

Students used Tinkercad, a free app for 3D de-
sign, to modify bug catchers to capture microorgan-
isms in the water, with some of the designs being 
fabricated with 3D printers. They went to Morrow 
Pond at River Oaks Park to collect specimens with 
the bug catchers, both off a dock and from canoes. 

Students also experimented with drones and 
Sphero robots to collect more data about habitats 
and species around the river. Students analyzed 
their data and in their final week, shared their find-
ings with the staff and the other students. 

“We gave them multiple ways and tools to col-
lect data and to look at the water quality,” Miller 
said. “We really want students to think about, ‘What 
could I do if I continue my interest in science or 
engineering or mathematics?’”

KPS developed KMSI with cooperation from the 
Michigan College Alliance, and in particular, Jason 
Raddatz, director of the Whitehouse Nature Center 
at Albion College. He helped launch the pilot last 
year. Other partners included Kalamazoo College, 
the Kalamazoo Nature Center, and The Kalamazoo 
Promise. KPS science teachers Megan Doorlag from 
Milwood Magnet School and Ashley Poole from 
Hillside Middle School have been facilitating the 
day-to-day classroom learning. 

“We just want to figure out how we can expand 
this program. We’d love to have a waiting list,” she 
said. “We want to offer it to as many students as we 
can so they have the opportunity to explore these 
STEM careers.”

One thing that might help is having the students 
promote the program. 

Kameron Bean, who will be attending Kalama-
zoo Central as a freshman, said, “Honestly, my mom 
made me sign up.” But he enjoyed KMSI, especial-
ly learning about the animals and their habitats 
around the river. “I also just wanted to get out of 
the house and to get ahead in high school. But kids 
this age should do it. You get to meet a lot of new 
people and it was fun.”

Rose Hernandez and Emily Perez Vazquez examine 
samples through a microscope set up in the pavilion at 
River Oaks Park.

Landen Young sifts through algae looking for animal life. 
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Money values and good habits are one of 
the most important lessons in preparing 
your kids for Real Life. But hey, we get 
that you’re probably so busy keeping 
them fed and happy, and keeping up with 
school. So let us make your life easier…

Step 1: Make learning fun.
Our It’s a Money Thing and It’s a Money Thing 
Junior free series serve up fun, easy money-smart 
content for elementary, middle, and high school 
age kids. Blogs, videos, infographics, and comics 
make learning engaging. Topics include saving, 
spending, using a checking account, credit scores, 
budgeting, how loans work, and much more.

www.kalsee.com/money-thing

Step 2: Introduce them to their account.
An important step in your kids’ financial lives is 
opening a credit union membership and sav-
ings account – the earlier the better. Kids start 
learning money values surprisingly young, so we 
recommend having your kids’ savings accounts in 
place prior to middle school.

Coach your kids to save first, then spend. Have 
them deposit 25% or 50% of any money they 
earn or are gifted towards a longer-term sav-
ings goal. Are they asking for a new video game 
console or electronic device? Encourage them to 
practice goal setting and saving by making de-
posits into their savings account, then celebrating 
when they reach their goal.

Step 3: The checking and debit card.
Once your kid hits high school, it’s time to start 

learning how to manage a checking account 
and debit card. At age 13, your teen can open a 
checking account with debit card, with you joint 
on the account (until age 18). A youth checking 
with no monthly maintenance fee is a great way 
to start learning healthy spending habits. You’ll 
also be able to monitor your child’s account in 
Online Banking or our Mobile App and instantly, 
or on a schedule, transfer funds between your 
account and theirs.

Plus with our Cards App, you can set limits on the 
types, amounts, and places your teen can transact 
with their debit card. Your child can also learn to 
monitor their account balance with our Mobile 
App and Text Banking. And you can, too!

Step 4: Saving for college.
The best place to start saving for your kids’ 
college or other secondary education is with our 
goal-savings Youth CD. With the option to add 
funds during the term of the CD, you can set reg-
ular recurring transfers via Online Banking to build 
your savings over time. It’s easy to get started.

What’s a CD?

Looking to earn good interest on your savings? 
Are you OK with the funds being held in a pro-
tected account (no withdrawals allowed without 
penalty until the account’s maturity date)? That’s a 
CD (Certificate of Deposit)!

4 Simple Steps for Your Kids’ Financial Wellness
Browse our library of  

It’s a Money Thing topics or 
subscribe to receive new  

content via email:

www.kalsee.com  |  269.382.7800

*$25 offer is good towards child’s (age 17 and under) primary share youth savings account. 
Account must remain open and active for at least 6 months. $25 will be deposited and not 

available for immediate withdrawal.
MSR use GL 27700  |  Federally Insured by NCUA

Open a youth savings and get  

$25

Advertisement
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Recipe
from the KPS Food Service, Chartwells

Light Side Salad for Hot Summer Days
Kirsten Strong, registered dietician                                                                                 Samuel Dunn, executive chef

HEN the weather is hot, a light and refreshing 
side dish can be just what you need. This

recipe uses several in-season ingredients that you 
can find at the Kalamazoo Farmers Market. It can be 
served as is or on top of grilled chicken, fish, pork, 
or steak. You can even enjoy this recipe as a dip with 
tortilla chips. The nutrient-dense whole foods in this 
salad include blueberries, sweet corn, cucumbers, 
cilantro, jalapeño, and red onion, which are compli-
mented wonderfully by a simple honey-lime dressing 
for a yummy and healthy Michigan treat!. 

INGREDIENTS
4 cups fresh sweet corn 

(4 large ears sweet 
corn, cooked or raw, 
kernels removed)

2 cups fresh blueberries
1 seedless cucumber, 

diced
1/3 cup red onion,  finely 

chopped 

1/3 cup fresh cilantro, 
chopped 

1 jalapeño pepper, seed-
ed and finely chopped

2 tablespoons olive oil
2 tablespoons lime juice
1 tablespoon honey
1/2 teaspoon ground 

cumin
Kosher salt and black 

pepper, to taste

INSTRUCTIONS
1. In a large serving bowl, 
combine corn, blueber-
ries, cucumber, red onion, 
cilantro, and jalapeño.
2. To make the dressing, 
whisk together olive oil, 
lime juice, honey, cumin, 
salt, and pepper. Pour 
dressing over salad and 
stir until combined. 

Cover and refrigerate 
until ready to serve.
3. Feel free to add 
avocado, crumbled feta 
cheese, or queso fresco. 
You can use frozen corn, 
but fresh is best for this 
salad and grilled is even 
better. If you don’t like 
cilantro, basil can be 
substituted.

Dear Parent/Guardian:
Kalamazoo Public Schools has adopted an Integrated Pest 

Management program. Inherent with this are the District’s 
efforts to reduce the use of chemical pesticide(s) as much as 
possible. While it may occasionally be necessary to apply a 
pesticide, they will only be used as a last resort.

You have the right to be informed prior to any pesticide ap-
plication made to the school buildings and grounds. In certain 
emergencies, pesticides may be applied without prior notice, 
but you can be provided notice following any such application. 
To receive notification, please complete the following informa-
tion and submit to your child’s school.

Should you have any questions or concerns about pest man-
agement within your child’s school, please feel free to contact 
Karen Jackson, Executive Supervisor/Facilities Management, at 
(269) 337-0400. Thank you for helping us with this matter.

To receive notification, please fill out the following form 
and return it to your child’s school.

PESTICIDE NOTIFICATION REQUEST • 2022–2023 School Year
Name of School:
Student’s (Child’s) Name:
Street Address:
City:      Zip Code:
Daytime Phone:   Evening Phone:
Parent/Guardian Name:

I wish to be notified prior to scheduled pesticide treatment
      inside of the building.
I wish to be notified prior to a scheduled pesticide treatment
      on the outside grounds of the school.
Both of the above.

Parent/Guardian Signature             Date
Please report change of schools or address to Karen Jackson at (269) 337-0400.

ADVISORY TO ALL PARENTS
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Policing

 Youth Leadership Affinity Group

Mental Health Transportation

In-School/Community Violence

The Kalamazoo Youth Development Network convenes a group of youth and adults through the Youth Leadership Affinity
Group, or YLAG, as it is commonly known. The group was created six years ago for adults and now is led by youth, as they
are experts in their own lived experiences. We believe that as adults, we must be a resource to help them carry out their
plan of change. Whether that be the change in their organizations, communities, or schools - they can use this platform to
make it happen. 
 
Youth members of YLAG came together and identified Mental Health as the main issue focus, along with three other
priority issues that they wish to address. All together, the issues include: 

 
Please join us in recruiting youth and young adults to attend. You can reach out to Alexis Caples at
alexis@kydnet.org for more information and to register.

Join us!  
Date: Monday, September 19, 2022 

Time: 6 PM - 7:30 PM
Ages: 13 to 21

Stipend: $25/youth 
 

Next Meeting Information:

APLE Street Magnet School for the Arts was one
of 19 schools selected through a nationwide

competition to host a Teachers of Critical Language 
Program (TCLP) educator. 

Moulay Tahar Kettani from Morocco will teach at 
Maple Street Magnet School for the Arts for the ac-
ademic year beginning this month.

Wessam Abdelaziz, director of the department of  
Bilingual/ESL/World Languages for Kalamazoo Pub-
lic Schools, said that Kettani is currently in Wash-
ington, D.C., participating in an orientation for his 
placement in Kalamazoo. 

KPS participated in a yearlong application pro-
cess that drew more than 200 applications from 
across the United States, Abdelazziz said. The Ka-
lamazoo application team included Abdelaziz, 
Maple Street Principal Dr. Jeffrey Boggan, mentor 
teacher Anna Gordana, and paraprofessional and 
community liaison Ursula Mayr. Gordana will be 
traveling to Washington to meet Kettani. 

Abdelaziz said a major part of the program is to 
help the teacher get to know Kalamazoo through 
community events and opportunities for social 

gatherings with Kalamazoo residents.
In its application to the TCLP, KPS was interest-

ed in connecting with an Arabic-speaking teacher 
because Arabic is the second most-spoken foreign 
language in the district after Spanish. The hope is to 
build an Arabic program starting in middle school 
and to eventually develop a high-school program. 

TCLP is designed to increase the study and ac-
quisition of important world languages in U.S. 
schools. This program enables primary  and sec-
ondary schools to strengthen their teaching of 
critical languages by bringing teachers from across 
the world  to the United States to teach their native 
Arabic and Chinese language for an academic year. 
Launched in 2006, TCLP has helped start or expand 
more than  220 critical language  programs in K-12 
schools throughout the country.

In addition to receiving a native speaker of Man-

darin or Arabic to teach language classes, students, 
teachers, and community  members have the op-
portunity to learn about the TCLP exchange teach-
ers’ home cultures, expanding their understanding 
of the world and preparing them for study and work 
in an interconnected world. Through TCLP, many 
schools establish lasting bonds with  their ex-
change teachers’ home schools. 

TCLP is sponsored by the U.S. Department of State’s 
Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs, which 
builds relations between  the people of the United 
States and the people of other countries through ac-
ademic, cultural, sports, and professional exchanges, 
as well as public-private partnerships and mentoring 
programs. These exchange programs improve foreign 
relations and strengthen national security.  

TCLP is implemented by American Councils for In-
ternational Education: ACTR/ACCELS, an international 
nonprofit organization that  prepares individuals and 
institutions to succeed in an increasingly interconnect-
ed world. Since 1974, the organization has responded 
to the needs of the communities where it works with 
hundreds of robust, international education programs.

Maple Street Welcomes Arabic Language Teacher This Fall
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PRE-KPRE-K

Get your little learner growing in Pre-K!
Enrolling 3- and 4-year-olds now.
 
High-quality prekindergarten improves language and literacy 
skills, develops social-emotional learning, and so much more. 
If your child will be 3 or 4 years old by December 1, apply today! 
 
Visit www.dreambigstartsmall.org or call (269)250-9333.

Saturday, August 6, 2022
2–4 pm | Family | OSH/Outside

Join us for llama fun at Oshtemo Branch Library! 
Meet a llama and enjoy a llama craft!

Thursdays, August 4, 11, 18, 25, 2022 
3:30–5:30 pm | Teen | OSH/Community Room

Drop in at OSH for snacks, socializing, and different 

activities, including games, guests, books, and more!

Check out these fun KPL events this summer!
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6151 Portage Rd. Portage, MI 49002 | Exit 78 off of I-94  |  269.382.6555

Limitless Learning

LEARN MORE 
visit airzoo.org/education-programs

Hands-on Programs & Exhibits
100+Air & Space Artifacts
Rides, Simulators & more!

Michigan jobs are tied to international trade, 
according to the state. Students who develop 
language proficiency in English and other languages 
help the state remain competitive in the global 
marketplace.

 In addition to career advantages, students who 
learn more than one language gain numerous cog-
nitive benefits, including improvements in execu-
tive functioning, working memory, attention span, 
flexibility, and creative thinking, according to re-
searchers. 

The state launched the Seal of Biliteracy also to 
recognize the rich cultural and linguistic diversity 
that exists in the state. 

Students who are interested in earning a 
Seal of Biliteracy can begin preparing in middle 
school. Juniors should apply with their counselors. 
Applications are free. 

For more information, contact the KPS Department 
of Bilingual/ESL/World Languages at (269) 337-1579. 
Or email Itzel Gomez-Avalos at gomez-avalosi@
kalamazoopublicschools.net or Wessam Abdelaziz 
at abdelazizwi@kalamazoopublicschools.net.

N JUNE, 11 Kalamazoo Public Schools seniors grad-
uated with the Michigan Department of Edu-

cation’s Seal of Biliteracy for demonstrating their 
proficiency in English and one or more languages. 

This is the first year KPS has participated in the 
program.

The 2022 KPS recipients who received certifica-
tion in either Spanish or German, were: 

Alejandra Ceballos
Betsy Mares-Castro
Mollie McDonald
Emellie Morales
Juan Moreno-Aguilar
Liz Sanchez
Onishka Serrano Ortiz
Zaida Acosta
Justine Barnard
Rosely Ventura-Amates
Cristian Huerta
Alan Olvera

The Seal of Biliteracy program promotes the 
development of English and world language skills 
and honors heritage language maintenance. 
Developing world language skills increases 
students’ marketability in the workplace and makes 
them a valuable economic resource for the state. 

More than 95 percent  of the world’s consumers 
and 80 percent of the world’s purchasing power 
are outside the United States. Currently, 1.2 million 

KPS Students Earn State Seal of Biliteracy for Language Skills
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2022-2023 School Calendar
August 2022 February 2023

S M T W T F S S M T W T F S
1 2 3 4 5 6 1 2 3 4

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
14 15 16 17 18 19 20 Aug. 29 First Day K-12; half day 12 13 14 15 16 17 18
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 Aug. 30 County programs begin 19 20 21 22 23 24 25
28 29 30 31 Sept. 2 K-12 no school; schools open for enrollment 26 27 28

September 2022 Sept. 5 Labor Day; all buildings closed March 2023
S M T W T F S Sept. 6 First Day PreK ECSE (see special dates below) S M T W T F S

1 2 3 Sept. 12 First day PEEP (see special dates below) 1 2 3 4
4 5 6 7 8 9 10 Oct. 7 PK-8 half day; records day 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
11 12 13 14 15 16 17 Oct. 12 9-12 half day; a.m. schedule/p.m. conferences 12 13 14 15 16 17 18
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 Oct. 13 K-8 half day; a.m. schedule 19 20 21 22 23 24 25
25 26 27 28 29 30 Oct. 14 K-5 half day; p.m. schedule 26 27 28 29 30 31

Oct. 28 No county programs
October 2022 Nov. 1 PK-12 no school April 2023

S M T W T F S Nov. 18 & 21 9-12 half day; 10:40 a.m. dismissal S M T W T F S
1 Nov. 22 PK-12 no school 1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Nov. 23 PK-12 no school; no county programs 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12 13 14 15 Nov. 24 & 25 Thanksgiving Break 9 10 11 12 13 14 15
16 17 18 19 20 21 22 Dec. 26 - Jan. 6 Winter Break 16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28 29 Jan 20. 6-8 half day; p.m. schedule; no county prgrms 23 24 25 26 27 28 29
30 31 Jan. 25 High school conferences, 4-7 p.m. 30

November 2022 Jan. 26 6-8 half day; a.m. schedule May 2023
S M T W T F S Jan. 26 High school conferences, 5-8 p.m. S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5 March 1 PK-5 Literacy Night 1 2 3 4 5 6
6 7 8 9 10 11 12 March 2 6-8 Literacy Night 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
13 14 15 16 17 18 19 March 8 PEEP/Kindergarten Orientation 14 15 16 17 18 19 20
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 March 8 9-12 half day; 10:40 a.m. dismissal 21 22 23 24 25 26 27
27 28 29 30 March 9 9-12 half day; 10:40 a.m. dismissal 28 29 30 31

December 2022 March 10 PK-12 no school; records day June 2023
S M T W T F S March 22 K-5 half day; a.m. schedule S M T W T F S

1 2 3 March 23 K-5 half day; p.m. schedule 1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10 March 24 PK-12 no school; no county programs 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
11 12 13 14 15 16 17 March 27 - 31 Spring Break 11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 April 26 & 27 High school conferences 18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30 31 April 28 6-8 half day; a.m. schedule 25 26 27 28 29 30

May 4 6-8 half day; p.m. schedule
January 2023 May 26 Last day PEEP and graduating seniors July 2023

S M T W T F S May 29 Memorial Day; all buildings closed S M T W T F S
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 May 31 Loy Norrix graduation 1
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 June 1 Kalamazoo Central graduation 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 June 2 Phoenix graduation 9 10 11 12 13 14 15
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 June 2 Last day PreK ECSE 16 17 18 19 20 21 22
29 30 31 June 6 KILP graduation 23 24 25 26 27 28 29

June 8 K-11 half day; p.m. schedule 30 31
June 9 K-11 last day; half day; a.m. schedule

Bell times June 12 Adult Education graduation Special dates: Phoenix High School
Elementary schools: 8:44 a.m. - 3:50 p.m. Parent-Teacher Conferences, 4-7 PM:
Edison, Lincoln & Woodward: No school Sept. 29, Nov. 17, Jan. 12, March 2,
8:04 a.m. - 3:10 p.m. Half day (check grade levels) April 20 and May 18
Secondary: 7:33 a.m. - 2:20 p.m.  First and last day of school Full days: Nov. 19, March 8 & 22
Linden Grove: 8:08 a.m. - 2:58 p.m. Half-days: Oct. 7, Nov. 21, Jan. 20
Phoenix: 7:28 a.m. - 1:01 p.m. 2022-23 Trimesters Mar. 9, April 28 and June 9

Trimester 1: Aug. 29 - Nov. 22 No school: Nov. 22 and March 10
A complete calendar can be found at Trimester 2: Nov. 28 - March 10 Special dates: PEEP
kalamazoopublicschools.com Trimester 3: March 13 - June 9 First day: Sept. 12   Last day: May 26
or on the KPS App No school: Oct. 12, Jan. 13, Feb. 17

* and May 19
Special dates: ECSE Preschool
First day: Aug. 29   Last day: June 2

op: 07/12/2022 No school: Oct. 7, Oct. 12, Oct. 14
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