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5 KPS Students Win Social Justice Youth Awards  

Kalamazoo Public Schools is Hiring.

Find information at https://
kalamazoopublicschools.com/

humanresources

Like us on Find Info on May 4 Special Education Millage Renewal (see page 23)

IMPORTANT DATES

Board of Education Meetings

Thursday, March 11 & 25, 2021
7 p.m. 

For more information on  
KPS board meeting locations 
and format, please visit our 

website at kalamazoopublic-
schools.net/boardmeetings.

March 3
Elementary Literacy Night

March 4
Middle School Literacy Night

March 5
No School — Grades K – 5

March 10
PEEP/Kindergarten Orientation

March 11
Half Day — Grades 9 – 12

March 12
No School

March 25
Half Day — Grades K – 5

March 26
No School

March 29 – April 2
SPRING BREAK

April 5
School Resumes

College Guide 2021
Check out Michigan colleges,

tips for 

taking for the 

next step,

Promise 

procedures

Pages 7-18

Five Kalamazoo Public 
Schools student leaders have 
been honored with 2021 Social 
Justice Youth Awards for their 
social activism, involvement in 
school and community groups, 
and positive influence on peers 
and the city of Kalamazoo. 

The Kalamazoo City Com-
mission recognized Cecilia Mire-
less Caballero, Jaleen Johnson, 
August O’Neil, Sierra Ward, and 
Keyara Price at its Jan. 19 meet-

ing as part of the city’s MLK Day 
celebration. 

The Social Justice Youth 
Awards are given annually to 
students who exemplify The Rev. 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s val-
ues through their community 
service and volunteer activities. 

The awards are sponsored 
by Consumers Energy, Fifth 
Third Bank, Life EMS, Dr. Betty 
and Mr. Tony Dennis, Schupan & 
Sons, and Dr. Lewis Walker,  an 

educator and community leader 
known for advocating for racial 
equity in Kalamazoo.

This year's winners from 
KPS were:

Cecilia Mireles Caballero, 
who graduated from Loy Norrix 
High School last year, was nomi-
nated by Loy Norrix economics 
teacher Sean Bergan, who said, 
“Cecilia can make other students 
feel good about themselves and 
bring up their level of productiv-
ity using her leadership skills. It 
is the sign of an incredible leader 

Kindergarten, PEEP Orientation Set for 
March 10, Begin Enrollment Process Online

Kalamazoo Public Schools 
is excited to welcome  kinder-
garten and pre-kindergarten 
students on March 10 with vir-
tual orientation sessions at all of 
our elementary schools

Virtual orientation ses-
sions will be held  at 9:30 a.m. 
and 5:30 p.m. March 10 at each  
elementary school.

 The  district has launched 
several new online tools to help 
parents prepare for registering 
students.

For families that need to 
check their school attendance 
area, the district now has an 
interactive map that can eas-

ily provide that information. 
The new interactive map and 
street directory are on the dis-
trict website at https://www.
kalamazoopublicschools.com/
domain/1075.

Once families know their 
school of attendance, they will 
be able to begin the enrollment 
process online. A new kinder-
garten enrollment portal will go 
live in mid-March on the Kalam-
azoo Public Schools website at 
www.kalamazoopublicschools.
com/kindergarten. 

While the enrollment pro-
cess begins online, families do 
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Wednesday,  
March 10, 2021
Online Presentations

Behind the Books
3–4 pm

The Power of Story
7–8 pm
Please register: readingtogether.us

For more information on this Speaker 
please visit  prhspeakers.com .

Jacqueline
Woodson

degree in paramedic science 
through Siena Heights Uni-
versity.

But this career goal 
isn’t just something he’s 
thinking about — he’s al-
ready doing that work as a 
part-time EMT basic at Life 
EMS. He previously worked 
as a part-time firefighter 
for Kalamazoo Township. 
He credits his high school 
experience with KRESA’s 
Education For Employment 
program for jumpstarting 
his career. 

When he was a stu-
dent at KC, he learned about 
EFE, which offers students 
hands-on training in ca-
reer and technical education. He 
started the health careers track 
as a senior. He was already curi-
ous about what it might be like 
to work on an ambulance when 
he witnessed the accident on his 
way to school. 

He also dual enrolled in EMT 

Malcolm Jones had a dra-
matic “aha” moment when it 
came to deciding what he want-
ed to do with his life. 

“One day, I was driving 
to class on the highway, when 
I saw a semi slide on its side,” 
Jones said. “I was the first person 
to call 911 and to see if everyone 
was OK. 

“I watched the ambulance 
come and saw that whole dy-
namic of helping people, and I 
realized that I had a curiosity for 
it, and I started to realize I have a 
passion for being an emergency 
medical service in general. That 
made me want to pursue a career 
as an EMT.”

As a KPS student, Jones 
attended Northglade Montes-
sori Magnet School and Hillside 
Middle School before graduating 
from Kalamazoo Central High 
School in 2017. He is pursuing an 
associate’s degree in applied sci-
ence at Kalamazoo Valley Com-
munity College and a bachelor’s 

and Siena Heights, he hopes to 
become a senior paramedic with 
Life EMS. His five-year goal: to 
work as a firefighter-paramedic, 
His 10-year goal: to become a 
flight paramedic. 

“I think it’s good to have 
goals but to also know that goals 
change,” he said. “As I worked as 
a paramedic, I got an idea of what 
I liked and what I wanted to do, 
but I also knew that I had to do 
it while I was young. I wouldn’t 
want to do it when I’m 30 or 40. 
I think that fast pace would be 
hard on the body. But it’s cool to 
do as a younger person.”

He encourages students to be 
willing to explore their options 
and opportunities until they find 
something that speaks to them.

“I have a true passion for 
what I do now,” he said. “When 
I clock into work, I’m excited for 
what the day brings. Some peo-
ple don’t actually like their jobs. 
You should keep looking until 
you find what you like to do.”

KPS Grads in Action: Malcolm Jones Puts Himself in the Middle of the Action Helping People

courses at KVCC. It was too am-
bitious a courseload and ulti-
mately he failed his first national 
certfication test. Jones said that 
was an important lesson. 

“I felt like I had let myself 
down. That I didn’t work hard 
enough, I didn’t take time to do 

what I really wanted to do,” 
Jones said. “But, at that mo-
ment I realized I was going 
to come back and do it all 
over again — and try a lot 
harder the next time.”

The next year, he passed 
the exam and began working 
as a technician in the emer-
gency department at Bron-
son Methodist Hospital. 

He is coming up on his 
third anniversary as an EMT, 
and he still loves the work. 

“My favorite part of the 
job is working with so many 
different types of people. I 
work with doctors, nurses, 
the police. You just have 
so many different interac-

tions,” he said. “Plus, I like not 
knowing what will happen each 
day. You might be sitting in a 
parking lot not doing anything 
— then the next moment you 
might be the saving grace for 
someone’s day.”

After graduating from KVCC 

Kalamazoo Central graduate Malcolm Jones
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Arcadia Elementary School  932 Boswell Lane (269) 337-0530
Edison Environmental Science Academy  924 Russell St. (269) 337-0550
El Sol Elementary School 604 W. Vine St. (269) 337-0230
Greenwood Elementary School 3501 Moreland Ave. (269) 337-0560
Indian Prairie Elementary School  3546 Grand Prairie Road (269) 337-0590
King-Westwood Elementary School  1100 Nichols Road (269) 337-0610
Lincoln International Studies School  912 N. Burdick St. (269) 337-0640
Milwood Elementary School  3400 Lovers Lane (269) 337-0660
Northeastern Elementary School  2433 Gertrude St. (269) 337-0690
Northglade Montessori Magnet School  1914 Cobb Ave. (269) 337-0700
Parkwood-Upjohn Elementary School  2321 S. Park St. (269) 337-0720
Prairie Ridge Elementary School 2294 S. Ninth St. (269) 337-0630
Spring Valley Center for Exploration 3530 Mt. Olivet Road (269) 337-0750
Washington Writers’ Academy 1919 Portage St. (269) 337-0770
Winchell Elementary School 2316 Winchell Ave. (269) 337-0780
Woods Lake: A Magnet Center for the Arts 3215 Oakland Drive (269) 337-0790
Woodward School for Technology and Research 606 Stuart Ave. (269) 337-0810

Kindergarten, PEEP Orientation Set for March 10, Begin Enrollment Process Online (continued from page 1)

need to visit their assigned school 
to complete the process.

Incoming kindergarteners, 
students who will be 5 by Sept. 
1, can enroll in kindergarten. 
Parents also may request kin-
dergarten enrollment waivers 
for children who will be 5 years 
old no later than Dec. 1. 

Students who enroll in KPS 
as kindergarteners, attend all 
12 years of school in KPS, and 
graduate from KPS, while meet-
ing all residency and enrollment 
requirements, are eligible for a 
Kalamazoo Promise scholarship 
to cover 100 percent of college 
tuition and fees at most Michi-
gan colleges and universities.

Pre-kindergarten students 

who will be 4 by Dec. 1, can sign 
up for PEEP, the KPS Pre-Kin-
dergarten Early Education Pro-
gram. There are state eligibility 
requirements to qualify for PEEP. 
Parents should note that appli-
cations for PEEP are taken at all 
schools, but the program runs in 
only 12 schools: Arcadia, Edison, 
Greenwood, Indian Prairie, Lin-
coln, Northeastern, Parkwood- 
Upjohn, Prairie Ridge, Spring 
Valley, Washington, Winchell, 
and Woodward.

Parents will need to gather 
the incoming child’s birth cer-
tificate, immunization record, 
proof of hearing and vision 
screening, if available, and two 
proofs of residency (for exam-

ple, a utility bill, lease agree-
ment, or mortgage agreement). 
Those items will need to be 
brought to the schools. 

Children who need immu-
nizations can visit Kalamazoo 
County Health and Community 
Services Immunization Clinic, 
311 E. Alcott St. During the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, immuniza-
tions are by appointment only. 
The immunization clinic is open 
8 a.m.-3:30 p.m. on Mondays, 

with other hours offered on a 
week-by-week basis while staff 
is responsible for also working 
COVID vaccination clinics. For 
more information, call KCHCS at 
(269) 373-5203.

KPS’s PEEP is part of the 
state’s Great Start Readiness ini-
tiative. The program offers half-
day or full-day pre-kindergarten 
classes with highly trained teach-
ers and two support paraprofes-
sionals per classroom in elemen-

tary schools across the district. 
Meals are provided, and trans-
portation is provided for students 
who live more than a mile from 
the school in their attendance dis-
trict or for students who attend 
magnet schools that are outside 
their attendance district.

For more information on 
kindergarten enrollment, please 
call Student Services at (269) 
337-0161. For information on 
PEEP, call (269) 337-0095.
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who is mature and caring.”
Caballero’s community ser-

vice included work with several 
Loy Norrix groups: PeaceJam, 
a service organization dedicat-
ed to furthering world peace; 
DECA, an educational program 
that promotes an understand-
ing of business and economics; 
and the National Honor Society, 
which honors academic excel-
lence and student leadership. 

Her award was sponsored 
by Fifth Third Bank.

Kalamazoo Central senior 
Jaleen Johnson received his 
award from the Kalamazoo Non-
Violent Opponents of War.  

As a freshman, Johnson saw 
a presentation on Jeter’s Lead-

ers, a leadership and service or-
ganization created by Kalamazoo 
Central graduate and Baseball 
Hall of Famer Derek Jeter, which 
inspired him to apply for a com-
petitive position on the team. 
As a member of Jeter’s Leaders, 
Johnson has helped facilitate 
Halloween events and basketball 
camps at Charlie’s P.L.A.C.E., a 
Kalamazoo Northside organiza-
tion for children. 

Johnson is also a member of 
the National Honor Society and 
the Kalamazoo Central football 
team. He has been a leader with 
the Boys & Girls Club of Greater 
Kalamazoo and Peace House, 
a free afterschool and summer 
program for students in the 

Eastside neighborhood. 
Kalamazoo Central Senior 

August O’Neil demonstrates his 
community commitment by 
volunteering with organizations 
that include the Boys & Girls 
Club of Greater Kalamazoo, Spe-
cial Olympics, and Jeter’s Lead-
ers. He is both the senior class 
president at KC and the senior 
representative for the executive 
council of Jeter’s Leaders. 

Last year, he became involved 
in local social justice protests af-
ter the death of George Floyd, 
and, in the summer of 2020, he 
participated in a national confer-
ence that discussed topics such 
as racism and gender inequality. 
His commitment to social justice 

has earned him a reputation as a 
mentor who works to guide and 
support others. 

His award was sponsored by 
Life EMS.

Loy Norrix senior Sierra 
Ward, recipient of the Lodge-
Dennis Award from Dr. Betty 
and Mr. Tony Dennis, is the 
president of the Merze Tate Ex-
plorers, a Gold Award Girl Scout, 
an athlete, and an active member 
of the Loy Norrix High School 
student body. 

Ward created motivational 
bookmarks that were inserted 
in the diploma packets for each 
graduate at Loy Norrix, Kalam-
azoo Central, and Phoenix high 
schools last year. She created 
the bookmarks to inspire grad-
uating seniors to continue their 
journey toward success.

Ward held a bottle drive that 
raised nearly $800 in four hours. 
The money was used to fund a 
scholarship for girls in the Unit-
ed States and Tanzania. She also 
served as a youth delegate for the 
Numazu, Japan, sister city com-

mittee, and represented Kalam-
azoo overseas.

Loy Norrix senior Keyara 
Price believes in setting an ex-
ample as a leader and volunteer 
for her school and community 
organizations such as the Ka-
lamazoo Gospel Mission, Ka-
lamazoo Loaves & Fishes food 
bank, and the Boys & Girls Club 
of Greater Kalamazoo. She has 
also participated in the Upward 
Bound Trio Program at West-
ern Michigan University and the 
Suicide Squad Dance Team. 

Price was a leader in the 
Black Lives Matters protests in 
Kalamazoo last year and demon-
strates her leadership by sharing 
her opinions and being willing to 
listen to and respect the opinions 
of those from other cultures and 
religions. 

Her award was presented by 
Schupan & Sons. 

Awards were also presented 
to Gull Lake student Syann Hol-
lins and Portage Northern stu-
dents Makayla Bolton, Jamillah 
Clark, and Maya Daniels.

Jaleen Johnson, Kalamazoo Central August O'Neil, Kalamazoo Central Sierra Ward, Loy Norrix Keyara Price, Loy NorrixCecilia Mireles Caballero, Loy Norrix

5 KPS Students Win Social Justice Youth Awards (continued from page 1)
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NOTICE
Kalamazoo Public Schools welcomes all 
students and staff of any religion, race, 
color, national origin, age, sex, preg-
nancy, gender identification, height, 
weight, familial status, marital status, 
sexual orientation, and disability.

The District will not tolerate or 
condone any act of bias or discrimina-
tion toward any person on the basis of 
religion, race, color, national origin, 
age, sex, pregnancy, gender identifi-
cation, height, weight, familial status, 
marital status, sexual orientation, and 
disability in any of its activities, hiring 
practices, programs or services.

Inquiries by students and/or their par-
ents/guardians should be directed to:

Director of 
Student Services

Kalamazoo Public Schools
3410 Laird Ave.

Kalamazoo, MI 49008
(269) 337-0161

All other inquiries should be directed to:

Assistant Superintendent of 
Human Resources

Kalamazoo Public Schools
3410 Laird Ave.

Kalamazoo, MI 49008
(269) 337-0177

District Directory at :
www.kalamazoopublicschools.com

BOARD OF EDUCATION

President
Patti Sholler-Barber

Vice President
TiAnna Harrison

Secretary
Jennie Hill
Treasurer

Ken Greschak
Trustee

Jermaine Jackson
Trustee

Megan Maddock
Trustee

Tandy Moore

SUPERINTENDENT

Dr. Rita Raichoudhuri

6151 Portage Rd. Portage, MI 49002 | Exit 78 off of I-94  |  269.382.6555

REGISTER TODAY 
airzoo.org/camps

2O21

Live-Virtual Spring 
Break Day Camps

In-Person Spring 
Break Day Camps

K-5th grade!
March 30th - April 1st 2021

- Fun Flying Things
- Innovation Station
- Splatter Science

- Coding Expedition
- Out of this World Science
- STEAMystery at the Museum

Arcadia Students of the Month get a Special Visitor

Aalaiya Hill

Ali Intikhab

Brea' Snell Carter Boyer

The Arcadia Students of the Month for January got hot 
cocoa and a visit from Arcadia's very own snowwoman 
(staff member Gretchen Blanton).

Samaa Khalil Rose Ryan Kameron Shears
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Securities offered through MWA Financial Services Inc., a wholly owned subsidiary of Modern Woodmen of America. Member: FINRA, SIPC.

Having a financial plan and saving money helps our 740,000 members sleep well at night. And
the many opportunities we offer members to help others and the community put smiles on their
faces all day long.

Modern Woodmen of America
Martin D. Dodge, FICF, LUTCF
2700 Sprinkle Road
Kalamazoo, MI 49001
B 269-385-2700, C 269-993-7442
martin.d.dodge@mwarep.org
reps.modernwoodmen.org/mdodge

Shared values. Shared opportunities.

Life insurance | Retirement planning | Financial services | Fraternal benefits

We help you do well
You help us do good

I can help you plan for life. Let's talk.

KPS Librarians Recommend: Books to Celebrate Women’s History Month
 Grades K-3 and up

Exquisite: The 
Poetry and Life 
of Gwendolyn 
Brooks
by Suzanne 
Slade; 

illustrated by Cozbi A. Cabrera
Gwendolyn Brooks was the first 
Black person to win the Pulit-
zer Prize, receiving the award for 
poetry in 1950. In 1958, she was 
named the poet laureate of Illinois. 
A bold artist, who from a very 
young age dared to dream, Brooks 
will inspire young readers to cre-
ate poetry from their own lives.

Kamala Harris: Rooted in Justice
by Nikki Grimes; illustrated by 
Laura Freeman

Discover the 
incredible sto-
ry of a young 
daughter of im-
migrants who 

would grow up to be the first 
woman, first Black person, and 
first South Asian American ever 
elected vice president of the 
United States in this moving pic-
ture book biography.

Planting Stories: The Life of 
Librarian and Storyteller Pura 

Belpré
by Anika 
Aldamuy 
Denise, 
illustrated by 
Paolo Escobar
Pura Belpré, the 

first Puerto Rican librarian in 
New York City, came to America 
in 1921. Finding a new home at 
the New York Public Library as 
a bilingual assistant, she shared 
her popular stories with children 
of all cultures. Her legacy is cel-
ebrated every year with the Pura 
Belpré Award honoring Latinx 
youth literature. 

 Middle Grade

Temple Grandin: How the Girl 
Who Loved Cows Embraced 
Autism and Changed the World
by Sy Montgomery and Temple 

Grandin
This book exam-
ines the life and 
a c c o m p l i s h -
ments of Temple 
Grandin, whose 
childhood diag-

nosis of autism and love of cows 
led her to revolutionize the live-
stock industry.

Astronauts: Women on the 
Final Frontier
by Jim Ottaviani and Maris 

Wicks
A graphic novel 
history of wom-
en in space, it 
explores the 
struggles that 
American and 

Russian women, including Mary 
Cleave, Valentina Tereshkova, 
and Sally Ride, faced in their 
quests to become astronauts.

Proud: Living My American 
Dream (Young Readers Edition)
by Ibtihaj Muhammad
An autobiography of the Olympic 

fencer, Ibthihaj 
M u h a m m a d , 
tells how she 
became the first 
American wom-
an to compete 
in the Olympics 
wearing a hijab.

 Young Adult

Shattering the Glass: The Re-
markable History of Women’s 

Basketball
by Pamela 
Grundy 
and Susan 
Shackleford
Drawing on 
original in-
terviews with 

players, coaches, administra-
tors, and broadcasters, “Shat-
tering the Glass” presents a 
moving, gritty view of the game 
on and off the court. It is an in-
sightful history and an empow-
ering story of the generations of 
women who have shaped wom-
en’s basketball.

Dissenter on the Bench: Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg’s Life and Work

by Victoria 
Ortiz
Case histories 
from Justice 
Ginsburg’s ca-
reer are inter-
woven with 
an account of 

RBG’s life and her multi-fac-

eted personality. The cases de-
scribed, many involving young 
people, demonstrate her pas-
sionate concern for gender 
equality, fairness, and our con-
stitutional rights.
 
Modern HERstory: Stories of 
Women and Nonbinary People 
Rewriting History

by Blair Imani
With an inclu-
sive approach 
to history, 
“Modern HER-

story” profiles and celebrates 
70 women and nonbinary 
champions of progressive social 
change. Despite making huge 
contributions to the liberation 
movements of the last century, 
many of these trailblazers have 
been under-celebrated because 
they come from backgrounds 
and communities that are tra-
ditionally overlooked — not just 
women, but people of color, 
queer people, trans people, dis-
abled people, young people, and 
people of faith.

SCHOOL 
BEGINS
AT 4!
Children who attend a  
high-quality pre-kindergarten 
program do better in school 
and in life.

If your child will turn 4 years 
old by Sept. 1, 2021, apply now 
for the 2021–2022 school year.

Call the KPS PEEP  
(Pre-Kindergarten Early 
Education Program) office at  

(269) 337-0095
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Steps to fulfilling The Promise

So, you’ve narrowed it down to the 
colleges you want to go to, you’re set 
up to take the SAT or ACT and you may 
have even visited a few colleges during 
the summer. So now what? 

It’s time to utilize The Promise.
The Kalamazoo Promise is a 

scholarship that covers tuition and 
mandatory fees at all Michigan public 
universities and colleges, community 
colleges, Michigan College Alliance 
private colleges, and some institutions 
that provide industry recognized 
certificates for graduates of Kalamazoo 
Public Schools. (See “Oh, the places 
you can go” on page 9 for participating 
institutions). 

This scholarship program provides 
in-state tuition and mandatory fees for 
up to a bachelor’s degree or 130 credits, 
whichever occurs first.  Additionally, the 
scholarship can be used for all technical 
or vocational programs offered through 
approved institutions.  This includes an 
ability to build up degrees, credentials 
and certificates, also referred to as 
“stackable credentials.” You have 10 
years to utilize The Promise from the 
date of your high school graduation.

How to apply for The Kalamazoo Promise

The Promise has made it easy for KPS 
students to apply for and get the tuition 
and fee funds.  

• Apply for The Promise in the fall of
your senior year

Students apply for The Kalamazoo 
Promise at the beginning of their senior 
year. Informational meetings are held 
for all seniors each fall and attending 
these meetings will help answer 
questions you and your family may have 
about how to utilize The Promise. The 
Kalamazoo Promise also has Pathway 
Coaches at each high school who work 

in collaboration with the guidance 
office staff to help students navigate the 
scholarship process. 

• Fill out two forms
There are two forms to fill out for

The Kalamazoo Promise and both 
are available through your school 
guidance office and the Kalamazoo 
Promise Pathway Coaches, or online at 
kalamazoopromise.com/Forms.  For the 
class of 2021, all forms will be completed 
online.

Form #1:  Application for The 
Kalamazoo Promise Scholarship 

The first form to complete in the fall 
of your senior year is the application for 
The Kalamazoo Promise Scholarship. 
This form is used to determine and 
confirm your percentage of eligibility.

Form #2:  The Kalamazoo Scholarship 
Acceptance Form & Start Survey

The second document needed is 
The Kalamazoo Scholarship acceptance 
form, which lets The Promise know 
what college you will be attending so 
the scholarship can be applied to your 
account at that school. Students submit 
this form once they have been accepted 
to the college or university that they 
want to attend and must include the 
student identification number assigned 
to them by the college.  (When you 
are accepted, colleges will assign you 
a student ID number for your college 
career. This is the College Student 
Identification Number that should be 
placed on this form.)

You will have to complete this form 
only once, unless you attend summer 
school at a different institution or if you 
decide to transfer to another college 
or university that meets The Promise 
criteria.

For more information, visit  
www.kalamazoopromise.com. 

2021 COLLEGE GUIDE

How much of The Promise 
am I eligible for?

The Kalamazoo Promise covers tuition and mandatory fees based on 
how many continuous years you attended and lived in the KPS district:

Grades you attended 
& lived in KPS

How much benefit 
you’ll get

K-12 100%

1-12 95%

2-12 95%

3-12 95%

4-12 90%

5-12 85%

6-12 80%

7-12 75%

8-12 70%

9-12 65%

10-11-12 None
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What is an MCA School? 
The colleges and universities listed with (MCA) next to their names are 

part of a partnership between The Kalamazoo Promise and the Michigan 
Colleges Alliance, an alliance of 14 private liberal-arts colleges in Michigan.  

Through this partnership, Kalamazoo Promise scholars can attend these 
liberal arts colleges and enjoy the same tuition and fee benefit they would at 
Michigan public universities and community colleges. The MCA institutions 
have agreed to fund the difference in costs between their institutions’ 
tuitions and attending a public university for Kalamazoo Promise scholars.

Colleges & universities 
that participate
in The Promise

There are more than 60 colleges 
and universities across Michigan that 
you can attend as a Kalamazoo Promise 
Scholar. From the very large to the very 
small, private and public, community 
college, technical and vocational, your 
educational options are expansive and 
exciting. 

These are the participating colleges 
and universities, the city they are 
located in, and their websites: 

Adrian College (MCA), Adrian, 
www.adrian.edu

Albion College (MCA), Albion, 
www.albion.edu 

Alma College (MCA), Alma, 
www.alma.edu

Alpena Community College, Alpena, 
www.alpenacc.edu

Andrews University (MCA), Berrien 
Springs, www.andrews.edu 

Aquinas College (MCA), Grand Rapids, 
www.aquinas.edu 

Bay College, Escanaba, 
 www.baycollege.edu

Bay Mills Community College, Brimley, 
www.bmcc.edu

Calvin College (MCA), Grand Rapids, 
www.calvin.edu (see ad page 16)

Central Michigan University, Mount 
Pleasant, www.go.cmich.edu

Delta College, University Center, 
www.delta.edu

Eastern Michigan University, Ypsilanti, 
www.emich.edu (see ad page 11)

Ferris State University, Big Rapids, 
www.ferris.edu (see ad page 12)

Glen Oaks Community College, 
Centreville, www.glenoaks.edu

Gogebic Community College, 
Ironwood, www.gogebic.edu

Oh, the places you can go!
Grand Rapids Community College, 
Grand Rapids, www.grcc.edu

Grand Valley State University, 
Allendale, www.gvsu.edu  
(see ad page 12)

Great Lakes Maritime Academy, 
Traverse City, www.nmc.edu/maritime

Henry Ford College, Dearborn, 
www.hfcc.edu

Hillsdale College (MCA), Hillsdale, 
www.hillsdale.edu

Hope College (MCA), Holland, 
www.hope.edu

Jackson College, Jackson, 
www.jccmi.edu

Kalamazoo College (MCA), Kalamazoo, 
www.kzoo.edu (see ad page 10)

Kalamazoo Electrical JATC 
(Apprenticeship), Kalamazoo, 
www.kalamazoojatc.com

Kalamazoo Valley Community College, 
Kalamazoo, www.kvcc.edu (see ad 
pages 13 & 17)

Kellogg Community College, Battle 
Creek, www.kellogg.edu 

Kendall College of Art & Design of Ferris 
State University, Grand Rapids,  
www.kcad.edu (see ad page 14)

Kirtland Community College, 
Roscommon, www.kirtland.edu

Lake Michigan College, Benton Harbor, 
www.lakemichigancollege.edu

Lake Superior State University, Sault 
Ste. Marie, www.lssu.edu

Lansing Community College, Lansing, 
www.lcc.edu

Macomb Community College, Warren, 
www.macomb.edu

Madonna University (MCA), Livonia, 
www.madonna.edu

Michigan Career and Technical 
Institute, Plainwell,  
www.michigan.gov/mdhhs

Michigan State University, East 
Lansing, www.msu.edu

Michigan Technological University, 
Houghton, www.mtu.edu

Mid Michigan Community College, 
Harrison, www.midmich.edu

Monroe County Community College, 
Monroe, www.monroeccc.edu

Montcalm Community College, Sidney, 
www.montcalm.edu

Mott Community College, Flint, 
www.mcc.edu

Muskegon Community College, 
Muskegon, www.muskegoncc.edu

North Central Michigan College, 
Petoskey, www.ncmich.edu

Northern Michigan University, 
Marquette, www.nmu.edu

Northwestern Michigan College, 
Traverse City, www.nmc.edu

Oakland Community College, 
Bloomfield Hills, www.oaklandcc.edu

Oakland University, Rochester Hills, 
www.oakland.edu

Olivet College (MCA), Olivet,  
www.olivetcollege.edu (see ad page 15)

Saginaw Valley State University, 
University Center, www.svsu.edu

Schoolcraft College, Livonia, 
www.schoolcraft.edu

Siena Heights University (MCA), 
Adrian, www.sienaheights.edu 

Southwestern Michigan College, 
Dowagiac, www.swmich.edu

Spring Arbor University (MCA), Spring 
Arbor, www.arbor.edu

St. Clair County Community College, 
Port Huron, www.sc4.edu

University of Detroit Mercy (MCA), 
Detroit, www.udmercy.edu

University of Michigan Dearborn, 
Dearborn, www.umdearborn.edu  

University of Michigan Flint, Flint, 
www.flint.umich.edu

University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, 
www.umich.edu

Washtenaw Community College, Ann 
Arbor, www.wccnet.edu

Wayne County Community College, 
Detroit, www.wcccd.edu

Wayne State University, Detroit, 
www.wayne.edu

West Shore Community College, 
Scottsville, www.westshore.edu

Western Michigan University, 
Kalamazoo, www.wmich.edu 
(see ad page 18)  

2021 COLLEGE GUIDE



10 EXCELSIOR College Guide 2021 www.kalamazoopublicschools.com

More in Four.  More in a Lifetime.® kzoo.edu/admission

Discover the world 
at a place that feels like home. 

“At K, I found an amazing community—great friends and professors I could talk to.  
With the K-Plan, I was able to take a poetry class, study Ancient Greek and play 

in the jazz band, even as a STEM student. The world is yours to explore here.” 

Annie Tyler ’22
Heyl Scholar, chemistry and religion double major

Kalamazoo Central Class of 2018

Proud partner of  
The Kalamazoo Promise.

of graduates have 
studied abroad

70%
participate in 

career programs

71%
are represented on campus

36
STATES

28
COUNTRIES

The Kalamazoo Promise to has Pathway Coaches for each high 
school who work in collaboration with the guidance office staff to 
help students navigate The Kalamazoo Promise scholarship process. 
These coaches, who have weekly schedules at the high schools, can 
help students in completing all Promise-related paperwork, filing 
appeals, completing the Free Application for Federal Student Aid 

 Kalamazoo Central:
Mrs. Amanda Bashore,
abashore@kalamazoopromise.com

Loy Norrix: 
Ms. Melissa Nesbitt,
mnesbitt@kalamazoopromise.com

Phoenix and KILP:
Mr. Antonyo Tigues,
atigues@kalamazoopromise.com

Meet your Pathway Coach
(FAFSA) and applying for other scholarships. Additionally, these 
coaches are versed in career pathways and will make presentations 
to expose students to multiple options on how to use The Promise. 
Students can set up appointments with their Pathway Coach by email.

The Pathway Coaches assigned to each high school and their email 
addresses are:

2021 COLLEGE GUIDE
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Learn from industry pros and move your 

career forward fast at Ferris. Transfer up 

to 90 credit hours. Finish your degree 

online or nearby. Make your move. 

Meet a Ferris advisor now.

Now o� ering Criminal Justice 

in Kalamazoo.

FERRIS.EDU/KALAMAZOO

Ferris State University is an equal opportunity 
institution. For information on the 

University’s Policy on Non-Discrimination, 
visit ferris.edu/non-discrimination. 

20210210

2021 COLLEGE GUIDE

September–November

  Narrow down your college options to a list of between five and 10 colleges

  Create a master list or calendar that includes: 

1. Test dates, fees and registration deadlines

2. College application due dates

3. Required financial aid application forms and their deadlines (aid
applications may be due before college applications)

4. Other materials you’ll need (recommendations, transcripts, etc.)

5. Your high school’s application processing deadlines

  Register to take or re-take the SAT/ACT exams

  Schedule as many college visits as possible

   Start planning how you will pay for college costs not covered by The 
Promise, such as room and board, books and supplies, personal expenses 
and transportation 

 Research and apply for scholarships

  Gather and prepare your application materials

 Begin writing your college essays

  Apply to at least two of your college choices by Thanksgiving

December-January

  Submit the FAFSA (Free Application for Financial Aid) if you have not done  
so already.

  Continue to research and apply for scholarships. Be mindful of deadlines 
when requesting letters of recommendation.

  Submit your Kalamazoo Promise Application if you have not done so already.

  Finish all college applications by the end of December.

  If you have been waitlisted or not heard back from schools you to  
which you have applied, send them an updated transcript through 
Parchment.com with your Trimester 1 grades.

What to do when: College application checklist
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What to do when: College application checklist

2021 COLLEGE GUIDE

February-March

  Continue to maintain your grades. Colleges can revoke offers of admission 
if your grades drop senior year.

   Continue applying for scholarships. Many Kalamazoo Community 
Foundation scholarships have March deadlines (see page 17)

April

  Once you have decided on a college and accepted your admission:

1. Let your Pathway Coach know (see page 10)

2. Turn in your Kalamazoo Promise Acceptance letter

 Keep your grades up!

  Did you know your attendance is reported on your transcript? Avoid 
senioritis and attend all of your classes!

May-June

  Request to have your final transcript sent to your college through 
Parchment.com.

 Graduate and celebrate!
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PROMISE SCHOLARS: YOUR PATH TO A CREATIVE CAREER IS CLOSER THAN YOU THINK

Kendall College of Art and Design of Ferris State University offers all the advantages of a conservatory college of art 
and design—creative immersion, expert faculty, and personalized instruction—without sacrificing the vital support 
systems and educational value of a state university. Located just 50 miles north of Kalamazoo, our accessible 
urban campus in the heart of Grand Rapids’ vibrant creative community and thriving design industry is the perfect 
environment to grow your passion for making into in-demand 21st century skills and dynamic career opportunities.

Spark your future at kcad.edu/kzoopromise. 

THE FUTURE IS YOURS 
FOR THE MAKING

2021 COLLEGE GUIDE
Considering college: Insights on choosing a school

Programs, location, athletics, size. 
There are just a few of the many factors 
that go into the colleges students 
consider and ultimately pick. We 
asked a few recent KPS graduates now 
attending college to share their insights 
and experiences on choosing a school:  

Aaron Dickason II, a 2020 
Kalamazoo Central graduate, is a 
freshman studying prelaw at Michigan 
State University: 

What things did you consider when 
looking for a college to attend?

When looking for a college, I was 
looking for a school with good education 
and also a great coaching staff because I 
run track. 

Why did you ultimately pick MSU? 

Because Coach Yolanda Johnson is 
one of the best hurdle coaches in the 
area. And I will be pushed academically 
here.

What advice do you have for high school 
seniors as they consider college? 

Do lots of research online because 
with the pandemic you most likely won’t 
be able to visit schools. Do your research 
and make sure they have everything you 
would like in a future school. 

Hailey Timmerman, 2017 Loy 
Norrix graduate, is in her fourth year 
studying Early Childhood Education 
at Western Michigan University:

What things did you consider when 
looking for a college to attend?

I considered three things: the size of 
the school, the program and the type 
of student body it had. 

I did not want a college that was 
small and personable; I wanted a large 
university where it didn’t necessarily 
feel like high school all over again with 
everyone knowing each other. I toured 
MSU, but it was just too big for me. 

I also considered a school that had 
a good education program. As a high 
school senior, I was not totally set on 
being an education major. Even though 
I had thoughts of other majors, I still 
asked every school I toured about their 
education program. I was impressed 
by WMU’s education program from 

its having a children’s library where 
WMU students can go and practice their 
literacy teaching skills on school-age 
students to innovative technology to 
assist students in their internships.

The type of student body of the 
college was also important. I wanted a 
school that would represent me and my 
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Just 45 minutes 
northeast of 
Kalamazoo

800-456-7189
admissions@olivetcollege.edu
www.olivetcollege.edu Olivet College is proud to be a Kalamazoo Promise eligible college.

Olivet College offers 31 majors and 26 minors with today’s students and 
tomorrow’s employment landscape in mind, including: 
• criminal justice
• insurance and risk management
• pathway to nursing
• business
• biology
Loy Norrix High School and Kalamazoo Central High School graduates
are eligible for a four-year scholarship and grant worth up to 100%
of tuition through the Kalamazoo Promise and Olivet College. 

• psychology
• exercise science
• graphic design
• computer science

THAN YOU EVER IMAGINED.
BUILD THE CONFIDENCE TO

IN THE WORLD.

interests, that had a large and fun Black 
student population. I looked for ways 
to get involved like what clubs were 
available at each school. 

Why did you ultimately pick WMU?

WMU’s size seemed right to me 
and I was excited about the education 
program after receiving a tour from a 
student who was already in the program. 
And while I thought attending WMU 
would not give me the feeling of being 
at college since I was in my hometown, 
my older sister who was a WMU student 
assured me that being on campus does 
not feel like you are at home and she was 
right. Campus feels like a whole new 
world and I love it. 

Was there anything that you wish you 
knew then that you know now?

That a college’s reputation is 
something to consider only to an 
extent. I thought that a school with a 
reputation for having rigorous courses, 

a highly selective admissions process, 
and prestige just had to be the school for 
me. I know now that those things don’t 
matter as much as I thought. No matter 
where I receive my degree from, if I am 
well prepared and equipped to enter into 
my professional field, that is what really 
matters. I am also attending college 
to have fun, meet new people and try 
new things. So I should’ve approached 
college tours with a more holistic view 
looking at pricing, academics, campus 
culture, and more, not just what other 
people say is ‘the best school.”

What advice do you have for high 
school students as they consider 
college?

Don’t stress yourself out about 
getting accepted to the “perfect” school. 
There are so many amazing colleges 
and universities out there. Be open to 
trying new things. Although we love 
our friends from high school, do not be 
influenced by what they are doing as 

you select a school. I found what was 
right for me instead of choosing a college 
to be with my friends.

R.J. Lawson, a 2019 graduate of 
Loy Norrix, is in his second year of the 
automotive technology program at 
Kalamazoo Valley Community College:  

What things did you consider when 
looking for a college to attend?

I looked for a college with an 
automotive technology program 
because I knew that was what I wanted 
to do after being in the Education for 
Employment program. My first option 
was a four-year college but I saw that the 
funding for their automotive program 
got cut. KVCC’s program had invested in 
their program and it showed. 

Why did you ultimately pick the college 
you now attending?

When I visited the program, the 
first thing that caught my eye was the 
instructor’s 1970 Pontiac Trans-Am 

sitting in the shop and I thought that was 
pretty cool. Then they showed me how 
the program was hands-on and not just 
reading textbooks or doing paperwork. I 
love the hands-on aspect; this semester 
I am learning to weld. 

Is there anything that you wish you 
knew then that you now know?

Just how much fun I was going to 
have. Initially I thought “College is like 
high school, let’s go through this and 
get it over with.” But once I was in the 
program I realized how fun it was. It’s 
awesome.

What advice would you have to give 
high school students as they consider 
college?

To know that college is absolutely 
nothing like high school. Instead of 
having five classes each day, I have at 
most one or two, so I can really focus on 
those classes.  
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calvin.edu/visit

In a world that is becoming  
more complex, Calvin equips 
students to walk boldly into life 
after college, ready to make  
a difference in the world.

Calvin is a Christian liberal arts 
university that joyfully participates 
in the Kalamazoo Promise.

INVITE A HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT TO

VISIT CALVINVISIT CALVIN
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Applying for financial aid: Tips to understand the process

Even with The Promise, there are 
other costs of going to college and you 
may still qualify to receive Federal 
Student Aid to help defray some of those 
expenses.

Federal student aid comes from 
the U.S. Department of Education. It 
can help a student pay for education 
expenses at a college, career school, 
or graduate school, including tuition 
and fees, room and board, books and 
supplies, transportation, a computer 
and dependent care.

There are three main categories of 
federal student aid:

•Grant — Grant money usually
doesn’t have to be repaid. Most U.S. 
Department of Education grants are 
based on a student’s financial need.

•Work-study—Work-study money
is earned by a student through a job on 
or near campus while attending school 
and does not have to be repaid.

• Loan—Loan money must be repaid
with interest. Federal student loans offer 
low, fixed-interest rates and income-
based repayment plans.

For more information on types of 
aid, visit StudentAid.gov/types.

How to apply for federal student aid

You must complete and submit the 
Free Application for Federal Student 
Aid (FAFSA) to apply for federal 
student aid. College and universities 
use FAFSA information to determine 
whether you are eligible to receive 

federal grants, loans, or work-study 
funds. States and schools use FAFSA 
information to determine whether you 
qualify for additional aid, including 
merit scholarships. So be sure to fill out 
a FAFSA even if you think you won’t 
qualify for federal aid.

Pay attention to deadlines

The FAFSA becomes available on Oct. 
1 for the next school year. If you want 
to be considered for aid from your state 
or college, you must meet their FAFSA 
deadlines.

State deadlines: Michigan’s FAFSA 
deadline is deadline is March 1, though 
you should submit your FAFSA as soon 
as possible after Oct. 1.

College deadlines: College financial 
aid deadlines may be as early as 
February. For a college’s deadline, 
check the school’s website or contact its 
financial aid office.

You can complete the FAFSA two ways:

• Apply online (the fastest and easiest 
way) at fafsa.gov.

• Download a PDF version of the
FAFSA at fafsa.gov. Fill out the PDF and 
mail it to the address on the form. (You 
also can visit www.edpubs.gov or call 
1-800-4-FEDAID to request a print-out
of the PDF FAFSA.)

Need help?

You can get free information and 
help from your school counselor, 
the financial aid office at the college 
you plan to attend, or the U.S. 
Department of Education at fafsa.gov or 
1-800-4-FEDAID (1-800-433-3243).

You can also watch videos with
step-by-step instructions on how to 
apply for financial aid at www.YouTube.
com/FederalStudentAid (visit the 
“FAFSA: Apply for Aid” playlist) and at 
StudentAid.gov/fafsa. 

Gregor Cresnar
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Seek out scholarships specifically for KPS students 

A number of scholarships are 
available exclusively to Kalamazoo 
Public Schools students. Here’s a list of 
some of these scholarships: 

Kalamazoo Community Foundation 
Scholarships

The Kalamazoo Community 
Foundation (KZCF) has more than 60 
scholarship funds with a variety of 
eligibility criteria. Amounts range from 
$500 to $7,500 and are based on merit 
and/or financial need, with some being 
renewable.

“Even students who qualify for The 
Kalamazoo Promise can make use of 
our scholarships,” says Laura Galaviz, 
KZCF’s scholarship manager. “Whether 
it’s one of the KPS-specific scholarships, 
or one of our general scholarships, 
we encourage KPS graduating seniors 
and graduates to check out these 
opportunities, and we’re here to help in 
that process.” 

The deadline is March 1 to apply for 
Kalamazoo Community Foundation 
(KZCF) scholarships, some of which are 
specifically designated for Kalamazoo 
Public School students and/or 
graduates. 

Eight of these scholarships are 
dedicated to KPS students or graduates, 
while many others are open to KPS 
students or graduates: 

•Brady & Patrick Gallagher
Memorial Scholarship is for a Loy 
Norrix senior with demonstrated ability 
and interest in creative arts for full-time 
college enrollment with financial need, 
and is renewable.

• Communities In Schools/
Kalamazoo Public Education 
Foundation Scholarship is for a KPS 
senior with a minimum 2.75 GPA to 
major in education in college full-time. 
Financial need may be considered, and 
the scholarship is renewable.

• Duane Roberts Scholarship is
for a KPS senior or graduate who is a 
minority student with demonstrated 
commitment to social justice, pursuing 
a full-time two- or four-year degree or 
graduate school, with financial need. 

• Mary Ruth Robinson Scholarship
is for a Kalamazoo Central senior or 
graduate with a minimum 2.5 GPA who is 
passionate about education and studying 
full- or part-time, with financial need 
(scholarship is renewable).  

•Melissa Wroblewski Scholarship
is for a KPS senior pursuing a two- or 
four-year degree in visual arts full- or 
part-time. 

•Mildred McConkey Memorial
Scholarship is for a KPS senior showing 
exceptional writing ability with 
improvement in English composition 
for full-time college enrollment.

• Peter & Inez Schonveld Scholarship
is for a KPS senior or graduate with 
demonstrated determination and good 
citizenship studying full- or part-
time in a vocational, technical degree-
granting educational institution. 

Scholarship applications are 
available online at www.kalfound.
org/scholarships. Applicants without 
computer access may contact KZCF at 
(269) 381-4416 to arrange a time to fill
out the application.

• Heyl Scholarships

Kalamazoo College offers the F.W.
& Elsie L. Heyl Science and Nursing 
Scholarships for a KPS senior or 
graduate or student earning a certificate 
of completion at Kalamazoo Area Math 
& Science Center. The Heyl Scholarships 
are available for students studying 
the natural sciences, mathematics or 
computer science at Kalamazoo College 
and for nursing at Western Michigan 
University Bronson School of Nursing, 
and cover tuition, fees, college housing 
and a book allowance. For information 
on applying for a Heyl Scholarship, visit 
www.heyl.kzoo.edu. 

There are many types of 
scholarships (which don’t all 
require that you have outstanding 
grades!) and many different 
organizations that provide them. 
Each scholarship provider has its 
own application and its own rules to 
decide who can get its scholarship. 
Your job is to find scholarships for 
which you think you might qualify 
and to apply by the deadlines. And 
remember: There is no “secret” 
scholarship money out there. You 
don’t need to pay a consultant or 
join a society just because they say 
they can help you find scholarships. 
You can find them yourself and save 
some money. Here are some places 
to look:

•  the free scholarship search at
StudentAid.gov/scholarships

•  a high school, Upward Bound, or
Talent Search counselor

• your library’s reference section

•  foundations, religious or
community organizations,
local businesses, or civic groups
organizations (including
professional associations) related
to your field of interest

• ethnicity-based organizations

•  your employer or a parent’s
employer

Don’t overlook other sources for scholarships



18 EXCELSIOR College Guide 2021 www.kalamazoopublicschools.com

OF PURPOSE
The Pursuit A Legacy of 

Purpose
It may be Western’s greatest student 
tradition. It’s not homecoming or  
hockey or spring break. It’s our deeply 
rooted history of helping students  
find their “why” and prepare for 
opportunities to make a difference  
with a meaningful career.

Take Stephanie Hampton, a Western 
alumna who earned Michigan’s Middle 
School English Teacher of the Year award. 
She instills a love of learning in students 
like Breyana Wilson, who is now pursuing 
her own degree in education at Western. 

Breyana will benefit from Western faculty, 
who offer support and nurture curiosity 
every step of the way. We know 97% of 
Western grads had an instructor who 
made them excited about learning.

Inspired by Stephanie’s “rock star” energy, 
Breyana can’t wait to enrich and broaden 
the lives of her own students one day.

Preparing you for a career and a lifetime 
of purpose. That’s Rethink Smart.

wmich.edu/RethinkSmart

Western student Breyana Wilson and 
her “rock star” teacher Stephanie 
Hampton from Kalamazoo’s Maple 
Street Magnet Middle School celebrate 
at Breyana’s graduation party.

Excelsior_9.65x9.45.X2.indd   1Excelsior_9.65x9.45.X2.indd   1 2/9/21   4:41 PM2/9/21   4:41 PM
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By: Kalamazoo Regional 
Educational Services Agency

When students with disabil-
ities finish high school, they of-
ten need help with independent 
living skills, employability train-
ing, and community resources. 
Kalamazoo RESA (KRESA)’s 
Transition Services, in coordina-
tion with local school districts, 
helps students and families con-
nect with those services. 

Jordan Blanchard was hired 
as the transitions coordinator 
in November. She works with 
school districts, students and 
their families, as students pre-
pare for the next steps following 
high school. She also connects 
teachers with resources and lo-
cal agencies, empowering them 
to serve transitioning students. 

“Together we look at their 
dreams,” Blanchard said. “We set 
high expectations, build relation-
ships and connect them to the 

KRESA Transition Services Names New Coordinator

services that will best help them 
achieve the vision they have.”   

Blanchard started her edu-
cational career as a resource 
room teacher at Gobles Middle 
School. After a few years there, 
she moved on to the Kalama-
zoo RESA Young Adult Program 
(YAP), where she was a class-

room teacher for three years. 
YAP is a transition program that 
provides a continuum of special 
education services for students 
ages 18-26.  

“I love working with this 
age group,” Blanchard said. 
“They have so much pride and 
excitement about becoming 
adults. I love seeing them grow 
into the people they’re meant to 
become.”  

Blanchard hopes her new 
role as Kalamazoo RESA’s tran-
sition coordinator will allow 
her to build relationships with 
students and families, while 
empowering educators in local 
school districts. 

“My goal is to figure out 
how to best serve students while 
supporting our local districts,” 
she said. 

For more information, visit 
Kalamazoo RESA Transition Ser-
vices on the web. 

Washington Writers Acad-
emy and Woodward School 
for Technology and Research 
2A teachers Todd Patrick and 
Cheryl Snow used their recent 
KPS Innovative Grant to pro-
vide students with monthly 
care packages during the second 
trimester.

Students received school 
supplies, games to play with 
their family, activities that con-
nected to their learning, and 
other sensory rich items to re-
mind them they are loved and 
cared about. The care packages 
also allowed families to contin-
ue to feel valued as an important 
member of the school “family” 
and as a part of their students’ 
educational experience.

In the monthly care pack-
ages were:

December:
A personal notebook, school 

supplies, Pixar Uno game, sweet 
treats and note of encouragement.

January:
A snowman making kit, 

sweet treats, special mug, hot 
chocolate, school supplies, and 
note of encouragement.

Jordan Blanchard, KRESA’s Transition 
Coordinator

Teachers Use Innovative Grants to 
Deliver Care Packages to Students

February:
Valentines, cookie kits, hot 

chocolate, fruit snacks, school 
supplies and a note of encour-
agement.

Washington Writers Academy and Woodward School for Technology and Research 
2A teachers Cheryl Snow and Todd Patrick used their recent KPS Innovative Grant to 
provide students with monthly care packages during the second trimester.
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HEAL
TOGETHER WE

Comprehensive Patient-Centered 
Primary and Specialty Care

Accepting New Patients
269.337.4600

med.wmich.edu
Find us on Facebook @WMedHealth

Literacy Night Fun Planned for Elementary, Middle Schools in March
Elementary School Literacy Night 
Wednesday, March 3

Arcadia Elementary
Theme: Poetry and Pizza
5:30 - 7 p.m.
Join Arcadia staff for a virtual 
pizza party! Families can pick 
up pizza-making supplies be-
fore Literacy Night to make a 
school recipe. Families will also 
receive a poetry book and each 
grade level will have a poetry 
activity inspired by Jack Pre-
lutsky’s book, “A Pizza the Size 
of the Sun.” Check in to watch 
staff skits of their favorite poems 
from the book and to participate 
in the grade-level raffles.  
 
Edison Environmental Science 
Academy
Theme: Bedtime Stories
5 - 6:30 p.m.
Edison will host a walk-through 
celebration of literacy. Families 
are invited to enter the school 
grounds through the Jack-
son Street fence. Teachers will 
decorate their cars and trunks 
to celebrate their favorite bed-
time stories. Families are asked 
to practice social distancing 

and wear masks that cover their 
mouths and noses. 
 
El Sol Elementary
Theme: Tastes and Traditions / 
Sabores y Tradiciones
5 - 6:30 p.m.
Families are submitting recipes 
for a school cookbook and ex-
plaining why their recipes are 
important to them. A week be-
fore literacy night, families can 
pick up hard copies of the cook-
books and an electronic copy 
will be available for download. 
Families will choose a “class rec-
ipe” or a recipe of their choice 
from the cookbook to cook dur-
ing Literacy Night.
 
Greenwood Elementary
Theme: From Our Home to Yours, 
Living Room Literacy Night
4 – 5:30 p.m.
Greenwood staff will share vid-
eos of them reading their fa-
vorite books from their homes. 
Families will receive copies of 
the books, fuzzy socks, hot co-
coa mix, and activities and ma-
terials related to the books. 
Families will be able to access 
all of the videos for an evening 

of cozy storytelling. One family 
will receive all of the books read 
that night. 
 
Indian Prairie Elementary
Theme: Virtual Scavenger Hunt
4:30 - 6 p.m.
Teachers will read books to stu-
dents and then families will be 
invited to participate in a literary 
scavenger hunt — finding items 
from the books that were read. 
Copies of books and scavenger 
hunt sheets will be provided 
to families ahead of time. The 

school will host a virtual Scho-
lastic Book Fair during the week.
 
King-Westwood Elementary
Theme: Reading Around Town
5 - 6:30 p.m.
Families can drive through the 
main parking lot and front bus 
loop to visit four stations for 
curbside pick up of books and 
literacy goody bags. Teachers 
not participating in the drive-
through event will “go live” for 
an all-school read aloud.
 

Lincoln International Studies 
School
Theme: Social Emotional Learning
4- 5:30 p.m.
ECSE, PEEP, K-2:  Each class will 
act out a scene from “The Feel-
ings Book.” Teachers will play 
the YouTube video.  As each feel-
ing is stated, students — from 
the youngest to the oldest — will 
act out the emotions. Grades 3-5 
will gather in a Google Meet, 
read their book, and play a SEL 
Kahoot game on empathy, com-
passion, and mindfulness.
 
Milwood Elementary
Theme: Exercise Your Brain with 
The Battle of the Books
4:30 - 6 p.m.
There will be literacy activities 
each night in March (I Love to 
Read Month).  Each student will 
receive two grade-level genre 
books. Parents will receive addi-
tional resources to support their 
students. On Literacy Night, 
classes will compete to complete 
their reading as their progress is 
tracked in a NCAA Final Four-
type bracket.   
 
Northeastern Elementary
Theme: Featuring Books by 
Jacqueline Woodson
5  – 6:30 p.m.
Families will drive through to 
pick up activities and books and 
then meet virtually to partici-
pate in grade-level activities re-
lated to the books of Jacqueline 

(continued on page 21)
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Did you know that it’s FREE for Arts Council 
of Greater Kalamazoo members to apply for 

grants? Last year alone, we gave out over 
$335,000 to 80 individual Artists and Arts 

Organizations for grant projects, professional 
development, educational arts supplies and 

transportation, and COVID relief.

How can we help you? 

ACGK administers 6 grant programs
for which individual artists,

arts organizations and
non-profits can apply.

YOU
CREATE. 

 WE
FUND.

 ACGK membership
has its benefits!

Visit KalamazooArts.org/membership

Literacy Night Fun Planned for Elementary, Middle Schools in March (continued from page 20)

Woodson. This will culminate a 
month of study of works by Af-
rican American authors. Wood-
son’s books are the focus of the 
Kalamazoo Public Library’s 2021 
Reading Together program. 
  
Northglade Montessori Magnet 
School
Theme: Bedtime Stories!!!
4:30 pm – 6 p.m.
Students can relax in their favor-
ite pajamas for games, activities, 
a read-aloud and more. Google 
Classroom codes will be provid-
ed for this virtual event.
 
Parkwood-Upjohn Elementary
Theme: Family Literacy Parade
4 - 5:30 p.m.
Families can dress as their fa-
vorite storybook characters for 
a literacy parade past the school 
grounds.
  
Prairie Ridge Elementary
Theme: Wild About Reading
4:30 - 6 p.m.
When families arrive at the main 
entrance of the Prairie Ridge 
“zoo,” they will receive a map 
of the grade-level exhibitions, 
a “Wild About Reading” goody 
bag, books and literacy activities. 
Wildlife experts will be spread 
out on the school grounds. Fami-
lies will follow the map and stop 
at each grade destination, where 
students can talk with zookeepers 
while remaining in their vehicles.
  
Spring Valley Center for 
Exploration
Theme: Black Heroes
4 - 5:30 p.m.
Families attending this drive-
through event will pick up games, 
activities, and books. Activities 
will celebrate each hero spot-
lighted in the book “Black Heroes: 
51 Inspiring People from Ancient 
Africa to Modern-Day U.S.A.”   
 
Washington Writers’ Academy
Theme: Save the Bees
4 - 5:30 p.m.
Literacy Night will focus on the 
career of beekeeping. Families 
will learn about bees, their im-
portance to the world, mankind, 
and the efforts to save them.

Winchell Elementary
Theme: Black Heroes
5 - 6:30 p.m.
Families will virtually celebrate 
the completion of Winchell’s Af-
rican American History Month 
All School Read with Kahoot 
quizzes and interactive literacy 
games. Students and families can 
contribute to sharing sessions 
including wax museum presen-
tations, writing an original book 
and poetry recitation in teacher-
facilitated Google Meets.
 
Woods Lake Elementary
Theme: The Magic School Bus
5 - 6:30 pm
Activities will include a night of 
hands-on science experiments, 
literacy, fun, and laughter.
 

Woodward School for 
Technology and Research
Theme: Cooking
4:15 – 5:45 pm
A drive-through event where 
families can pick up a book and 
materials for a cooking activity 
that are grade appropriate. 

Middle School Literacy Night 
Thursday, March 4
 
Hillside Middle School
Theme: Social Justice
4 - 5:30 p.m.
Students and families will ac-
cess Google Classrooms to view 
links, student work, an intro-
ductory video and five activities 
created by the academic teams. 

Students will be given a theme 
word in each meet. At the con-
clusion of the event, students 
will be asked to share three 
theme words to be entered into 
a drawing for prizes.

Linden Grove Middle School
Theme: The Power of Poetry
6 - 7:30 p.m.
Enjoy original and published 
works of poetry read by staff and 
students. There is power in the 
words we use. Students and staff 
have submitted videos featur-
ing the use of their poetic words. 
Parents should use their stu-
dent’s Google account to join the 
virtual link for the event.
 
Maple Street Magnet School
All School Read – “Brown Girl 
Dreaming” by Jacqueline Woodson
March 10 - Special Date for Au-
thor Events
3 p.m. – Craft Talk 
7 p.m. – Keynote: “The Power of 
the Story”
In lieu of Literacy Night, Maple 
Street will have an all-school read 
of the book “Brown Girl Dream-
ing”  during SEL on Wednesdays 
from Feb. 3 to March 10, leading 
up to two virtual, community 

events on Wednesday, March 10 
with author Jacqueline Woodson. 
 
Milwood Magnet School
Theme: “Literacy is Everywhere”
4 - 5:30 p.m.
Milwood Magnet will hold a drive-
through “Literacy is Everywhere” 
event. Students and families can 
bring their favorite book, or cre-
ate a poster, dress as a character 
or decorate their cars to represent 
their favorite book. Students will 
receive a literacy bag, and there 
will be several stations where 
students can receive materials to 
place in their bags. Each station 
will also provide a question that 
students can answer to be entered 
in a drawing for prizes.

Audrey Balint, left, and Ava Balint pose for a photo at Linden Grove Middle 
School's Literacy Night in 2020.



22 EXCELSIOR March 2021 www.kalamazoopublicschools.com

Aiden and Jayden Porzio TraVontaé and Jha'Novia Charleston Ta'Leah Sanders

Washington Writers’ Academy Students are Present, Virtually

Connor and Bryan Rose Tyvarion JohnsonTyrone Lotts Nasir Streeter

Washington Writers’ Academy students received special T-shirts to 
celebrate perfect or near perfect attendance during the second trimester.
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n What is being proposed?
This proposal asks whether to 
renew a six-year, 1.5-mill property 
tax millage that voters originally 
approved in 2015. If approved, the 
funds will be used by Kalamazoo 
RESA to reimburse public school 
districts (Climax-Scotts, Comstock, 
Galesburg-Augusta, Gull Lake, 
Kalamazoo, Parchment, Portage, 
Schoolcraft, and Vicksburg) and local 
public school academies for their 
mandated special education costs.

n Why is a special education 
millage renewal on the ballot?
Local school districts are mandated 
by law to provide special education 
programs and services; however, the 
federal and state governments do not 
adequately fund special education, 
placing the burden on local and 
intermediate school districts. Without 
additional millage funds, local school 
districts are forced to use general 
education funds to pay for special 
education programs and services.

n What is the impact to local 
districts if this millage is not 
renewed?
Before this millage was originally 
passed in 2015, local school districts 
were paying approximately 36% of 
their unreimbursed special education 
costs out of their general education 
funds. Without this millage in place, 
local school districts would lose 
approximately $12.5 million in special 
education funding, resulting in fewer 
dollars to support programs for all 
students.

n Is this a new millage?
This is a renewal of the original 
six-year, 1.5-mill property tax millage 
that voters approved in May 2015. 

This is a request whether to renew 
this millage for another six years. If 
approved, taxpayers would continue 
paying the same millage rate they 
approved in 2015.

n How much would this renewal 
request cost the taxpayer?
Since the special education millage 
is a renewal, it would not cause any 
increase in tax rates. Homeowners 
would pay based on the taxable 
value of their home, which is 
typically about half of the market 
value. A homeowner with a home 
with a taxable value of $75,000 
(approximate market value of 
$150,000) pays $112.50/year, which 
is $9.38/month.

n Will there be a reduction in 
total KRESA millage rates since 
the bonds approved by voters 
in 2007 will be paid off in May, 
2021?
Yes, the 0.2750 debt millage 
currently being levied will be removed 
from KRESA millage rates since the 
bonds will be paid off in May 2021, 
resulting in a savings to taxpayers.

n What will the ballot actually 
say?
KALAMAZOO REGIONAL 
EDUCATIONAL SERVICE AGENCY 
(KRESA) SPECIAL EDUCATION 
MILLAGE PROPOSAL: This proposal 
will allow the intermediate school 
district (KRESA) to continue to 
levy special education millage 
previously approved by the electors 
and restores millage lost as a 
result of the reduction required by 
the Headlee Amendment to the 
Michigan Constitution of 1963. 
Shall the limitation on the amount 
of taxes which may be assessed 

against all property in Kalamazoo 
Regional Educational Service Agency, 
Michigan, to provide funds for the 
education of students with disabilities 
for a period of 6 years, 2021 to 2026, 
inclusive, be increased by 1.5 mills 
($1.50 on each $1,000 of taxable 
valuation) (1.4925 mills of the above 
is a renewal of millage that expired 
with the 2020 tax levy and .0075 
mill is a restoration of millage lost 
as a result of the reduction required 
by the Headlee Amendment to the 
Michigan Constitution of 1963); 
the estimate of the revenue the 
intermediate school district will 
collect if the millage is approved 
and levied in 2021 is approximately 
$12,533,825 from local property 
taxes authorized herein?

n When may I register to vote?
The last day to register to vote in any 
manner other than in-person for this 
election is Monday, April 19, 2021. 
However, voters may still register 
in-person through Election Day, May 
4, 2021.

n Do I have to register for each 
election?
No. Registration is permanent as long 
as you continue to live in the city or 
township where you are registered. 
You may check your registration 
status at michigan.gov/vote.

n How can I vote absentee in this 
election?
It is our understanding that absentee 
voter applications will NOT be sent to 
all registered voters for this election 
as they were in 2020. Only voters 
who are on the state’s permanent 
absentee voter list will automatically 
receive an absentee voter application, 
which will be mailed six to eight 

weeks prior to the election. However, 
Michigan recently passed “no 
reason” absentee voting, which 
means that all eligible and registered 
voters in Michigan may now request 
an absentee voter ballot without 
providing a reason. If you are not on 
the permanent absentee voter list, 
your request for an absentee voter 
ballot must be in writing and can be 
submitted to your city or township 
clerk. You must request an absentee 
voter ballot by mailing an application 
or a pre-printed application form 
obtained from your local clerk’s 
office. Requests to have an absentee 
voter ballot mailed to you must 
be received by your clerk no later 
than 5:00 pm the Friday before the 
election. For more information or 
assistance in obtaining the address 

of your city or township clerk, see 
michigan.gov/vote.

n When must absentee ballots be 
returned to the clerk?
Absentee voter ballots must be 
received by city or township clerks 
no later than the close of the polls 
(8:00 p.m.) on Election Day. There 
are instructions included with the 
ballot regarding how to submit your 
ballot.Voters are strongly encouraged 
to place absentee ballots in the 
mail no later than April 27, 2021 to 
ensure on-time delivery. Each city or 
township hall has either a drop box 
or mail slot for ballots. Check your 
jurisdiction’s website for open hours 
for in-personal delivery. The status of 
absentee ballots can be checked at 
michigan.gov/vote.

What will the ballot actually say?
KALAMAZOO REGIONAL EDUCATIONAL SERVICE AGENCY (KRESA) SPECIAL EDUCATION 
MILLAGE PROPOSAL: This proposal will allow the intermediate school district (KRESA) 
to continue to levy special education millage previously approved by the electors and 
restores millage lost as a result of the reduction required by the Headlee Amendment 
to the Michigan Constitution of 1963. Shall the limitation on the amount of taxes which 
may be assessed against all property in Kalamazoo Regional Educational Service Agency, 
Michigan, to provide funds for the education of students with disabilities for a period of 
6 years, 2021 to 2026, inclusive, be increased by 1.5 mills ($1.50 on each $1,000 of taxable 
valuation) (1.4925 mills of the above is a renewal of millage that expired with the 2020 
tax levy and .0075 mill is a restoration of millage lost as a result of the reduction required 
by the Headlee Amendment to the Michigan Constitution of 1963); the estimate of the 
revenue the intermediate school district will collect if the millage is approved and levied 
in 2021 is approximately $12,533,825 from local property taxes authorized herein?

When may I register to vote?
The last day to register to vote in any manner other than in-person for this election is Monday, 
April 19, 2021. However, voters may still register in-person through Election Day, May 4, 2021.

Do I have to register for each election?
No. Registration is permanent as long as you continue to live in the city or township 
where you are registered. You may check your registration status at michigan.gov/vote.

How can I vote absentee in this election?
It is our understanding that absentee voter applications will NOT be sent to all registered 
voters for this election as they were in 2020. Only voters who are on the state’s permanent 
absentee voter list will automatically receive an absentee voter application, which will be 
mailed six to eight weeks prior to the election. However, Michigan recently passed “no 
reason” absentee voting, which means that all eligible and registered voters in Michigan 
may now request an absentee voter ballot without providing a reason. If you are not on the 
permanent absentee voter list, your request for an absentee voter ballot must be in writing 
and can be submitted to your city or township clerk. You must request an absentee voter 
ballot by mailing an application or a pre-printed application form obtained from your local 
clerk’s office. Requests to have an absentee voter ballot mailed to you must be received 
by your clerk no later than 5:00 pm the Friday before the election. For more information or 
assistance in obtaining the address of your city or township clerk, see michigan.gov/vote.

When must absentee ballots be returned to the clerk?
Absentee voter ballots must be received by city or township clerks no later than the close of 
the polls (8:00 p.m.) on Election Day. There are instructions included with the ballot regarding 
how to submit your ballot.Voters are strongly encouraged to place absentee ballots in the 
mail no later than April 27, 2021 to ensure on-time delivery. Each city or township hall has 
either a drop box or mail slot for ballots. Check your jurisdiction’s website for open hours for 
in-personal delivery. The status of absentee ballots can be checked at michigan.gov/vote.

KALAMAZOO RESA
INSPIRING EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE

What is being proposed?
This proposal asks whether to renew a six-year, 1.5-mill property tax millage that voters 
originally approved in 2015. If approved, the funds will be used by Kalamazoo RESA to 
reimburse public school districts (Climax-Scotts, Comstock, Galesburg-Augusta, Gull Lake, 
Kalamazoo, Parchment, Portage, Schoolcraft, and Vicksburg) and local public school 
academies for their mandated special education costs. 

Why is a special education millage renewal on the ballot?
Local school districts are mandated by law to provide special education programs and 
services; however, the federal and state government do not adequately fund special 
education, placing the burden on local and intermediate school districts. Without 
additional millage funds, local school districts are forced to use general education funds 
to pay for special education programs and services.

What is the impact to local districts if this millage is not renewed?
Before this millage was originally passed in 2015, local school districts were paying 
approximately 36% of their unreimbursed special education costs out of their general 
education funds. Without this millage in place, local school districts would lose 
approximately $12.5 million in special education funding, resulting in fewer dollars to 
support programs for all students.

Is this a new millage?
This is a renewal of the original six-year, 1.5-mill property tax millage that voters approved in 
May 2015. This is a request whether to renew this millage for another six years. If approved, 
taxpayers would continue paying the same millage rate they approved in 2015.

How much would this renewal request cost the taxpayer?
Since the special education millage is a renewal, it would not cause any increase in tax 
rates. Homeowners would pay based on the taxable value of their home, which is typically 
about half of the market value. A homeowner with a home with a taxable value of $75,000 
(approximate market value of $150,000) pays $112.50/year, which is $9.38/month.

Will there be a reduction in total KRESA millage rates since the bonds approved by 
voters in 2007 will be paid off in May, 2021?
Yes, the 0.2750 debt millage currently being levied will be removed from KRESA millage 
rates since the bonds will be paid off in May, 2021, resulting in a savings to taxpayers.

On Tuesday, May 4, voters in the Kalamazoo RESA service area will 
be asked to vote on whether to renew a six-year, 1.5-mill property tax 
millage to help fund the costs of special education in our local schools.

Special Education
Millage Renewal

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

KALAMAZOO RESA
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