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District Directory

www.kalamazoopublicschools.com

Elementary Schools

Arcadia 337-0530
Chime 337-0540
Edison 337-0550
Greenwood 337-0560
Indian Prairie 337-0590
King-Westwood 337-0610
Lincoln 337-0640
Milwood 337-0660
Northeastern 337-0690
Northglade 337-0700
Parkwood-Upjohn 337-0720
Spring Valley 337-0750
Washington 337-0770
Winchell 337-0780
Woods Lake 337-0790
Woodward 337-0810
Middle Schools

Hillside 337-0570
Milwood 337-0670
Maple Street 337-0730
High Schools

Phoenix High School 337-0760
Central 337-0300
Loy Norrix 337-0200

Related Facilities
and Programs

Bilingual/Migrant Education
337-1579

Community Education Center/
Adult Education/Community
Learning Center

337-0422

Community Education
337-0446

Education for Employment
385-1519

Even Start Program
337-0097

Family, Infant & Toddler Program
337-0600

Homeless Liaison
337-0063

Kalamazoo Area Math &
Science Center (KAMSC)
337-0004

Kalamazoo Community
in Schools (KCIS)
337-1601

KPS Tip Line Number

337-1500

Prekindergarten Early
Education Program (PEEP)
337-0095

Promise Office
337-0037

Special Education
337-0161

Student Services
337-0161

Title I and School Improvement
337-0065

A New Name for a New
Elementary School

The Kalamazoo Public Schools Board
of Education approved the name, Prairie
Ridge Elementary, for the new elemen-
tary school that will open in Fall 2008.
During the December 13, 2007, Board of
Education meeting, Trustee Liz Hender-
son announced that a committee would be
formed to recommend a name for the new
elementary school. There were a number
of opportunities for public input during
the process.

Chime Elementary School included
in its newsletter an article inviting parents
to submit names and/or serve on the nam-
ing committee. A media release was is-
sued on January 19, 2008, indicating that

names could be submitted through the KPS
website or through the U.S. mail. Students
at each grade level in Chime Elementary
School submitted a name recommendation.
The opportunity to submit names was dis-
cussed during KPS Board meetings on sev-
eral separate occasions.

The naming committee included eleven
parents and five district staff members. Pres-
ident Sholler-Barber and Trustee Henderson
served as Board liaisons to the committee.
Opver fifty separate names were submitted
during the process. After extensive delibera-
tions, the committee reached consensus that
Prairie Ridge Elementary School was the
best choice to name the new facility.

1. Detroit, Michigan

2. Douglass Community Center

3. “A Mind Is a Terrible Thing
to Waste”

4. South Africa

5. Frederick Douglass

Answers to Black History Questions on Page 10

6. Benjamin Banneker
7. (a) in public schools
8. America’s Next Top Model
9. National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People
10. Harvard
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Jessica Powers Places
High in State Swim Meet

Kalamazoo Central freshman Jessica
Powers was invited to swim at the state
meet. She finished third place in the
200-freestyle and fourth in the 500-free-
style. K-C’s head women’s swimming
coach, Ty K. Parker, is proud of what
Jessica has accomplished as a freshman.
He said, “Jessie was the highest plac-
ing freshman in the state of Michigan.
She is a really talented girl with lots of
swimming potential.”

Jessica has been swimming for eight
years. She has a pool at her home to use
in the summer and practices year-round
for 3 to 5 2 hours a day at Kalamazoo
College with Great Lakes Aquatics. In
May the club team will give under-priv-
ileged children swimming lessons.

Jessica’s siblings are Kalamazoo
Central alumni: Matt (02), Mitch (04),

and Brianne (07). Brianne is on the
swim team at the University of Texas
and held the school record for swim-
ming in nine events.

Jessica Powers

Hillside’s Isaac Frank
Takes Cello to All-State

Isaac Frank, Hillside Eighth Grade
Middle School Orchestra cellist, has
been selected to be a member of the
Michigan School Band and Orchestra
Association’s 2008 All-State Middle
School Honors Orchestra. He per-
formed as a member of that orchestra at
the Michigan Music Conference during
January in the DeVos Performance Hall
in Grand Rapids.

Thousands of Michigan public
school instrumental students auditioned
the first weekend of November hoping
to be accepted to participate in these
highly selective ensembles. Isaac Frank
is the only student from Kalamazoo
Public Schools chosen. In fact, Isaac is
the only string student from southwest
Michigan and District XI MSBOA cho-
sen to participate.

Orchestra director Nola Thole
said, “This is an honor for our school,

our school system, our community
and, of course, for Isaac Frank. Please
join me in congratulating this talented
young musician.”

Isaac Frank

Big Brothers Big Sisters
50th Anniversary Rally

Everyone is invited to a celebration of
the Big Brothers Big Sisters (BBBS)
50th anniversary on Saturday, April 19,
2008, from 2 to 5 p.m. The Big Rally,
sponsored by WMU and BBBS, will take

place at the University Arena, Western
Michigan University. There will be free
activities and food and feature Greg Jen-
nings, KPS alum and Green Bay Packers
Wide Receiver.

KSS
ENTERPRISES

Cleaning Supplies & Equipment
Since 1945
Showroom Hours
M 8-5, Tu—Fri 7:30-5:30

March in for your
cleaning needs.
Freshen up for

spring.

(269) 349-6637
616 E. VINE ST. KALAMAZOO, MI 49001
www.kssenterprises.com
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Wellspring Brings “Dance in the Schools” to the
Kalamazoo Public Schools for 16 Straight Years

Children in the third grade at King-West-
wood and Woods Lake Elementary: A
Magnet Center for the Arts were delight-
ed to be part of Wellspring/Cori Terry &
Dancers popular arts education program,
Dance in the Schools, which is in its 16th
year. Wellspring, southwest Michigan’s
only professional modern dance com-
pany, visited the schools to explore the
creative art of modern dance.

During a three-day residency at
each school, students experienced Well-
spring performances, participated in
dance exercises, and learned the basics
of modern dance. On the last day, the
children created their own choreogra-
phy in small groups, with the help of
Wellspring’s professional modern dance
instructors, and presented their dances

to the entire class.

Wellspring extended the residencies
beyond the classroom. The company
provided dance-class scholarships and
free Wellspring concert tickets to stu-
dents recommended by the classroom
teachers. The scholarships allow low-in-
come students to take a free eight-week
semester of dance classes at Wellspring
and perform in the Student Concert of
Dance scheduled for May 17.

Dance in the Schools is supported
in part by various local foundations and
agencies.

Shakhlo Aminova (Right) and Audrey
Tillison have fun dancing with the
Wellspring Dancers. Teacher Natalie

Wilson joins in with the children.

(L to R) Alondra Johnson, Nicholas
Capitano and Samuel Kilbourn do a

[ e = . dance exercise.

Woodward Hosts Awards Breakfast for Twenty-
one Star Students and Their Proud Parents

“I just have to brag,” said Beth Yan-
kee, principal at Woodward School
for Technology and Research. “Twen-
ty-one Woodward students were
honored at our Star Student Awards
Breakfast this morning, and there was
100 percent parent participation. Not
even the inclement weather could stop
them from attending.”

The Woodward staff had nomi-
nated the students for their outstand-
ing display of good-character educa-
tion traits. The students are Cervonte
Plair, Rachel Ambrose, Nathan Van-
derberg, Antoinette McCollough,
Daniel Henry, Chabrea Moore, Grace
Spink, Cameron Holtman, Megan

Sager, Allyn Edgar, Ramier Dixon,
Akaylah Duminie, Brandon Heffner,
Harmony Holtman, Xavier House, Alex
Harper, Raekwon Little, Ronald Free-
man, Alexis Porter, Myatta Coleman,
Treveon Baucom and Dylan Daniels.

Proud parents watched their chil-
dren receive certificates for their ac-
complishments. “Many parents told
me that they are really proud of their
children,” said Yankee, “and wouldn’t
have missed it for the world.”

(L to R) Dylan Daniels, Raekwon
Little and Cameron Holtman are
three of the students honored as

Woodward’s Star Students.

Board Approves Enroliment Plan for New Prarie

Construction is moving along in preparation for the students’ arrival in the fall of 2008.

Rldge Elementa
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Project Find Is Looking for Special Needs Individuals

If you suspect your child:
* has a handicap;
* is in need of special attention; or
* is a student with special education

services and has dropped out of

school and would like to return,
Call Kalamazoo Public Schools’ Proj-
ect Find Coordinator Cindy Green at

(616) 337-0161. to provide appropriate educational
Project Find helps locate indi- services.

viduals ages birth to 26 years old with

special needs and works with families Multiple services are available.
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Promise Points to Ponder

By Bob Jorth, Executive Administrator
of The Kalamazoo Promise®

“How do I sign up for The Kalama-
z0o Promise?” is a common question I
hear from KPS families with children
from kindergarten through 12th grade.
The actual process for applying for The
Promise occurs during a student’s senior
year in high school. A student’s official
enrollment and residency in KPS are re-
corded and maintained by KPS during
the student’s entire attendance. These re-
cords are used by The Promise to verify
eligibility when the student becomes a
senior and actually begins the paperwork
to activate their scholarship.

The paperwork for this process is
very brief and simple. There are two
forms, each one page in length, which
a student must submit. The first form is
The Kalamazoo Promise Application. We
encourage seniors to fill this out as early
as possible during their senior year. This
form has two purposes: 1) to make sure
that enrollment and residency records at
KPS agree with each student’s actual ex-

perience, and 2) to provide the student
a chance to share his or her scholarship
information with up to three colleges that
he or she is interested in attending.

The second form a student submits
is called the Scholarship Acceptance
Form. This form is the formal scholar-
ship agreement between The Kalamazoo
Promise and the student for a specific
college or university. This form provides
the legal basis for sharing information
with the school and The Promise. It is
submitted once a student has been ac-
cepted to the school he or she wishes to
attend and is normally done in the winter
or spring of the senior year.

Why do we wait until the senior year
to do this? Primarily because too much
can happen before that year to change a
student’s situation and because it fits in
with the other college and financial aid
application processes.

The appeals process also occurs
during the senior year. Appeals are for
students who have a long history with
KPS and a short lapse or interruption in

their enrollment and/or residency that
would prevent them from being eligible
for The Promise.

The appeals process is simple. It
begins with a conversation with me. We
discuss the student’s history with KPS
and the reason(s) for this interruption.
If I believe that the student can be suc-
cessful, I will have him or her submit a
letter explaining these facts, along with
any supporting documentation, to the
Appeals Committee.

The Appeals Committee meets
as needed, approximately every three
months. I submit the appeals to the com-
mittee and do not have a vote in the deci-
sion. The presentation is made so that the
student’s identity is never known by the
committee. The committee discusses the
appeal and decides by consensus wheth-
er a scholarship will be authorized. The
committee’s decision is final.

Seniors who have not completed
this activation process need to get busy
and complete these forms. The forms
are available in the high school guidance

counseling office along with a simple
brochure with other helpful information.
These documents are also available on
line at www.kalamazoopromise.com.

I am in each high school at 9:30
a.m. each week: K-Central on Tuesdays,
Phoenix on Wednesdays, and Loy Norrix
on Thursdays. If a student has questions
about any of this, he or she should make
an appointment with the guidance office
to see me.

Bob Jorth

KCIS Mini-Grants Awarded to KPS Educators

Congratulations to the 17 mini-grant re-
cipients who were awarded a 2007-08
Mini-Grant for Educators for their
creative projects! The grants are given
to KPS educators every year from the
Kalamazoo Communities In Schools
(KCIS). Any KPS employee or team
may apply for a grant to implement
innovative and educational projects in-
volving KPS students.

Mini-Grants are designed to:

* Encourage creative and meaningful
learning experiences for students.

* Involve students directly and actively.

* Develop alternative and effective
methods of instruction.

» Complement major district goals
and/or school-improvement goals.

* Supplement school-, department-
and grade-level plans.

* Broaden opportunities for student
involvement and learning beyond
the regular-classroom curriculum.

After the grants were reviewed by com-
munity panels, the following educators
received mini-grants for their projects
for 2007-2008:
* Cheryl Barber
Hillside, “All School Read”
* Matt Haring
Hillside, “Enhanced Science
Education through Literacy”
* Molly Stabler
Hillside, “Six Traits Writing
Children Books”
» Kristen Barnes, Chris Kurtz,
and Julie Schmidt
Indian Prairie, “Text to Text
Connections for Comprehension”
* Laura Schumacher
Indian Prairie, “It’s in the Bag”
* Heather Reid/Sveri Stromsta-May
Loy Norrix, “Exploring Federal Agencies”
* Elizabeth Washington/ Sveri Stromsta-May
Loy Norrix, “Living History Project”

Fitness Matters

What are you doing on the morning
of Saturday, April 19? Looking for an
excuse to NOT clean the garage?
Why not come to Loy Norrix
High School’s football stadium at
9:00 a.m. where Kalamazoo Public
Schools will be hosting the kick-off
event for Fit MI 20087 You’ll be join-
ing students, parents, KPS staff, com-
munity members, cheerleaders, Girls
on the Run teams, guest speakers and
people from schools and neighbor-
hoods all over Kalamazoo County

in celebrating the start of the first eight-
week session of Fit MI 2008. A walk in
the Portage Bicentennial Park and re-
freshments will follow. What a great way
to start the weekend.

Just what is Fit MI 2008? Fit MI
2008, endorsed by the Michigan Gov-
ernor’s Council on Fitness, Health and
Sports, is a self-directed fitness program
designed to increase physical activity in
the community. It is a collaborative proj-
ect from Walking Together of Greater Ka-
lamazoo and area Rotary clubs.

* Ashley Iocca
Milwood El., “South Haven
Marinetime Museum”
¢ Deborah Rolfe
Milwood EL, “Lansing Trip”
» Kim Mansfield
Winchell, “Mission to Mars”
* Kimberly Berry
Woods Lake, “Architecture & Area”

KCIS Mini-Grants.

Over 1,800 people participated
in Fit 2007. Here is how you can join
Fit 2008:

* Form a team or join a team or go it
alone; however, it’s more fun to
do it together.

* Register online at www.FitMI.org —
there is no fee, and you’ll be immedi-
ately connected to other Fit MI
movers.

* Choose your activity(ies); anything
you want — walk, bike, roller blade,
mow the lawn: Just aim to move

(L to R) Katherine Kay and Kim Berry are delighted to receive the

* Katherine Kay
Woods Lake, “Project Meicigama”
* Nancy Klee
Woods Lake, “Math Sense”
* Sara Hinshaw
Woodward, “Personalized Guided
Reading Level Books”
* Jennifer Nowlen
Woodward, “6th Grade Girls Club”

30-minutes-a-day, five-days-a-week.

* Track your daily minutes.

* Log them on the www.FitMI.org
website.

* Encourage your teammates;
challenge yourself and other
teams.

* Celebrate a healthier person and
lifestyle.

Please call (269) 349-1870 with
questions, or visit the website,
www.FitMI.org.
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KPS celebrates BIaCK H iStOI'y (continued from page 8)

WSTaR
Woodward School celebrated Black
History month by exploring the char-
acter traits of the great Martin Luther
King Jr. and his nonviolent approach to
establishing peace and unity through-
out the community. Students worked
on character education traits that sup-
port positive behavior. Classes looked
at the character traits that made Martin
Luther King such an important and ad-
mired person and tried to apply those
characteristics in everything we do. The
character traits are: friendship, honesty,
cooperation, democratic, sharing, de-
pendability, integrity, forgiveness, hard
work, truthfulness, helpful self disci-
pline, diplomacy, sincerity, peaceful-
ness, compassion and reliability.
Classrooms shared stories, wrote
essays, and compiled books to share
with families at Literacy Night.

Chime

Chime students honored famous Af-
rican Americans in a variety of ways.
Three years ago we began to develop a
school-wide affiliation with Peace Jam
Juniors. Some of our st and Sth grad-
ers studied about Nobel Peace Prize
winners. During this special month,
they focused on two world famous win-
ners, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and
Reverend Desmond Tutu. Many class-
es created class-books about “I Have a
Dream.” Our younger children enjoyed
African folk tales and examined old
photographs and newspaper clippings
about Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.. Sixth
graders studied and discussed histori-
cal struggles for freedom and equal
rights. We plan to strengthen our com-
mitment to Peace Jam Juniors in the
coming month. Children will be learn-
ing to become Peace Ambassadors.

Woods Lake

In the art room we looked at work from
Mark Bradford, Faith Ringgold, Rom-
ere Bearden, and Jacob Lawerence all
who are African American artists. The
fifth graders attended the Jacob Lawer-
ence exhibit at the KIA.

Many classes read literature based
on African-American culture, includ-
ing “Follow the Drinking Gourd” by
Jeanette Winter. Literature on many
individuals was read, including Rosa
Parks and Dr. Martin Luther King Jr..
A fourth-grade class studied the women
in Montgomery who did not give up
their seats on buses prior to Rosa Parks
and wrote a short play based on their
research, which was performed at the
March 11 Pace Consortium.

Winchell

Ms. Beechler’s students portrayed
famous African-American civil-
rights leaders in the class’ ninth an-
nual wax museum. Important lead-
ers such as Marcus Garvey, Medgar
Evers, Shirley Chisholm, Barbara
Jordan, Julian Bond, Jesse Jackson,
Mary Church Terrell, Daisy Bates,
Booker T. Washington, Harriet Tub-
man, W.E.B. DuBois and Mary
McLeod Bethune were highlighted.
Everyone was invited to see “these
famous people come alive right in
front of your very eyes!” There were
music and interesting facts on every
person who was portrayed.

The Northglade Wax Museum Honors
Famous Black Americans

Chas’on Dixon-McKenzie tells Mrs. Heard (Standing in back) and her

Jared Seiber is ready to tell you

s

Laurielle Hemingway is dressed
as Maya Angelou, American poet
and actress.

students about Carter G. Woodson, historian, author, journalist and
founder of Black History Month. The children are (clockwise starting
on left) Ricquan Smith, Kamarey Williams, Atrell Davis, Ronrshia DeVall,
Essence Smith, Ontario Calvin, Liam Wright, and Lily Henley.

Kendra Parkman has studied about Rosa Parks, civil rights activist.

all about Langston Hughes — poet,
novelist, and playwright.

Just touch the red dot on Diamond
Bradford’s hand, and she will tell
you about Vanessa Williams, first
African-American Miss America and
singer and songwriter.

Alexis Rasnake portrays Debi
Thomas, a figure skater who was
the first African-American to win a
medal at a Winter Olympics



